Plan for year 7 lesson 20

aims:    a) to study some Bahá’í laws


b) to compare the “law of the Qiblih” for different religions.

objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to: a) state the Bahá’í law about Paying Huqúqu’lláh


    b) explain the Bahá’í laws prohibiting drinking alcohol and using drugs



    c) explain the Bahá’í laws prohibiting gambling and sex outside marriage


    d) state the “law of the Qiblih” for Jews, Muslims & Bahá’ís.
materials:   books or separate pages, if more wanted than in plan and handout   ; handout.


1. Game/News.


2. Mark Homework.

3. Virtue. Revise Predictability.

4. New Topic.  Bahá’í laws.
(a) Huqúqu’lláh.
A separate page includes quotes from the UHJ compilation 19 on Huqúqu'lláh, for teacher’s reference.  Discuss with the students at least the following, taken from #78 and #105:
        “After one has paid all his necessary expenses 19% of what is left is then taken by him and given as Huqúq.”
        “…many details in the computation of Huqúqu'lláh have been left by Bahá'u'lláh to the judgement and conscience of the individual believer.”
      and if students are interested in the mathematical details, the following is an example on a particular day:
       Note:   current rate on 19-3-2002, $292.5 per oz. of gold, means pay Huqúqu'lláh when, after expenses, net amount (on which Huqúqu'lláh not paid yet) comes to more than $650.68, i.e. more than about £458. [depends on exchange rate.]

5. New Topic.  Bahá’í laws.
(b) Addictions.
A separate page [In Home Study Programme p.102.] contains a useful introduction for young people, use as much of it as appropriate for your students, at least the following extracts:




ACTIVITY:
Get yourself a sheet of paper - it can be any old piece of paper - and write in a column down the left-hand side of the page:


1.
three or four activities you like doing very much


2.
three or four things you very much like to eat or drink (it doesn't have to be good-for-you foods or drinks; it could be sweets, junk food, fizzy drinks, anything)



Now think about how difficult it would be for you to do without these activities and foods or drinks you are so fond of.  Would life be terrible if you could never do them or eat them again?



Give a score to each thing you wrote down - let's say from 1 point up to 5 points.  Score it like this:

1.
if you could give it up and never think about it again

2.
if you could give it up but you would miss it a little

3.
if you could give it up but you would miss it more than a little

4.
if  life would be completely miserable without it or if you would really really REALLY miss it!

5.
if you really could not give it up at all

DEPENDENCE:


Now that you've done that, look at the scores. Has anything scored 3 or 4? If it has, then you may be dependent on it.  I'll tell you a story to help you understand this idea.


A friend of mine likes to go climbing mountains. It's not my idea of fun, but that's what he likes doing.   Mind you, he believes in being safe.   He takes nine ropes with him.  Don't you believe me?  I told you it was a story.

Anyway, he ties himself to the mountain with nine ropes.   If one of the ropes breaks, he still has eight ropes to hold him up.  Each time a rope breaks he becomes more dependent on the remaining ropes. He gets worried when he only has three ropes left. By the time he gets down to two ropes, he's really frightened.   And then, when there's just one rope left,  he's paralysed with fear.   He's completely dependent on that rope - he cannot give it up.


Can you see what the scores mean now?  My friend would give each rope a score of 1 while he still has all nine ropes.  When he's down to two ropes he'd give each a score of 4.
 When he's dangling from just one rope he'd give that rope 5.
DISCUSSION:
       People can become addicted to almost anything.   You probably know that people get addicted to alcohol, cigarettes, and heroin.  You may even know someone who is addicted to one of these substances.  Alcohol, cigarettes and heroin are all drugs.   But people also become addicted to playing computer games, watching the telly, gambling, music, gardening, knitting, eating chocolate.  In fact, people can become addicted  to anything  that gives  them some kind of pleasure or reward, especially if the addiction comforts them in times of trouble.    (Do you have or do anything that comforts you in time of trouble?)    Addiction, I think, is always bad because it limits your life.   Think about it: it's an awful nuisance if you're so hooked on music that you can't go anywhere without a grand piano in the back of your car.  And it's bad to use anything that harms your health or your happiness - and that's true whether you are dependent on it or not.
       Make clear the Bahá’í laws prohibiting drinking alcohol and using drugs at this point.  

6. New Topic.  Bahá’í laws.
(c) Gambling.       Read the first quote in the handout, which links opium & gambling. 





[Kitáb-i-Aqdas, K155.]
Discuss the types of gambling which are prohibited, and why (addiction!).
What do students feel about the national lottery?

7. New Topic.  Bahá’í laws.
(d) Sex in marriage.
       A separate page has extracts from “Living the Life” pages 42-43.  For example: “Sex relationships of any form, outside marriage, are not permissible therefore, and whoso violates this rule will not only be responsible to God, but will incur the necessary punishment from society”,  at the end of the 2nd paragraph, which is in the handout and could be useful to start discussion.   Also, the end of the last paragraph could be used to wind up the discussion:
 “The Bahá’í youth should, on the one hand, be taught the lesson of self-control… and on the other should be advised, nay even encouraged, to contract marriage while still young…”

8. New Topic.  Bahá’í laws.
(e) Qiblih
Extracts from the Kitáb-i-Íqán, pp.33-4  are in the handout, with 4 questions.  The full text of these pages is available for the teacher’s reference.  Make sure that the students understand that the Qiblih is in Jerusalem for Jews, Mecca for Muslims and Bahjí for Bahá’ís; and that it is the direction you face when saying certain prayers.

9. Set Homework.  Write answers to 4 Questions. Read quotes morning and evening.
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