Plan for year 7 lesson 19

       aims:

a) study the requirements for world peace

b) learn the importance of trust

       objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:

a) state that unity is a prerequisite for peace 

b) accept that the “peace prayer” can be one step towards uniting religions

c) know that world peace needs widespread implementation of some Bahá’í principles 

d) have a better understanding of the importance of prayer. 


       materials:   'The Promise of World Peace'  ;  other pages: UHJ Peace compilation & In Home Study Programme 40,97    ; handout.


1. Game: The students form a tight circle and have one student stand in the middle of the circle. The student in the middle should have his/her feet close together, arms across his/her chest. and his/her eyes closed. Very slowly the student in the middle falls toward the students in the circle and those students gently stand him/her upright. Give each student a turn to be in the middle. Discuss that it takes a lot of trust to believe that they won't let you fall.


2. Mark Homework.

3. Virtue. Predictability. 
Could use the virtue handout in the next lesson, and the following now: 
         (if you are trustworthy, then you are, to a certain extent, predictable.)
(trustworthiness, extract from lesson 10 of Enlighten book 1).  
Use the following quote: 
   "Trustworthiness is the greatest portal leading unto the tranquillity and security of the people. In truth the stability of every affair hath depended and doth depend upon it. All the domains of power, of grandeur and of wealth are illumined by its light."            Bahá'u'lláh. 
    Discuss its meaning and answer the question: "How is it that trustworthiness is the 'greatest door' to the security and tranquillity of mankind? "

4. New Topic.    World peace .
(a) First study the extract from the UHJ in its Peace compilation, provided on a separate page. [the quote of Bahá'u'lláh is in the handout for daily read.]

5. New Topic.    World peace .
(b) Then look at the “peace prayer” [it is in the handout].  The background of it is given in p.40 of the In Home Study Programme, provided on separate page. We are told that our revealed prayers have more power, but when joining with people of other religions for a meeting, it is important to have a prayer which everyone can accept.

6. Story. Baha'u'llah and the locusts.
see separate page


7. New Topic.    World peace .
(c) Next remind students about 'The Promise of World Peace', released by the Bahá’ís in 1985.  There is an introduction to this and related topics in p.97 of the In Home Study Programme, provided on separate page.  In this page will be found the answers to the questions in the handout.  If you do not have copies of 'The Promise of World Peace' to study, look at the simplified extract in the handout about the principles of peace – it has plenty of ideas for discussion.

8. Writings.  Learning to pray.    [this quote in handout for daily read.]
  “And as the sun and the moon constitute the brightest and most prominent luminaries in the heavens, similarly in the heaven of the religion of God two shining orbs have been ordained--fasting and prayer.”      (Kitáb-i-Íqán, p 40)


9. Handout/activity.

10. Set Homework.
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