
The Covenant.


For several days after his visit to Bahjí, Ali talked with his parents about his visit to the place where Bahá’u’lláh had spent the last years of His life, and they listened eagerly to his descriptions. Afterwards Husayn began to explain to Ali how, during those last years, Bahá’u’lláh made certain that the Faith would continue after He was no longer there to guide it.

'It had never been done so clearly before,' said Husayn. 'Of course, other Manifestations had covenants.'

'What exactly is a covenant?' asked Ali.

'A covenant is a promise, an agreement between two people. In religion there are two main kinds: one is the Greater Covenant, the agreement between God and man, the Ancient Covenant.'

'I know what that is,' said Ali; 'that is God's promise that He will always send a Manifestation when we need One.'

'That's right,' said Husayn. 'And man's part in that covenant is to follow these Teachers. The second is the Lesser Covenant, the agreement which each Manifestation makes with His followers. Each One guides the believers with teachings and laws which will help them if they will be faithful.'

'But sometimes they aren't,' said Ali. 'Like Mírzá Yahyá and Muhammad 'Alí.'

'Yes,' said Husayn, 'unfortunately that's true. And one of the main times this happens is when the Manifestation dies and the followers must continue to be faithful to the covenant without the Manifes​tation there to help them out. The believers try to organize themselves and teach others, but sometimes one person wants to be the head of the religion, then another. The believers may start quarrelling to see who should run things. But Bahá’u’lláh did not leave us to work these things out by ourselves, and that has made all the difference. He appointed Abdu’l-Bahá to be the Centre of the Covenant, and then some day, there will be a Universal House of Justice, which will guide the Bahá’ís when 'Abdu’l-Bahá is no longer here.'

'And all that is part of Bahá’u’lláh 's Covenant?' asked Ali, lying down on his stomach on the carpet, his chin propped on his hands.

'Exactly! That's why your idea of the chain is such a good one. Each Manifestation is linked to every other Manifestation on this chain of the Ancient Covenant, and then the Manifestation is linked to the next Manifestations through His own Covenant, which will guide His fol​lowers until the next Prophet comes.

'But what does Mount Carmel have to do with all that?' asked Ali.

'Mount Carmel has an important part to play in the Covenant of Bahá’u’lláh and the whole future of the Bahá’í Faith. It is perhaps the most important part of this last link in your story of Bahá’u’lláh. That's why on Sunday we are going there for the day.'

'And you know what we are going to do there?' said Nahid 'We are going into the Shrine of the Báb, and we will be able to look across the bay at ‘Akká from the top of Mount Carmel.'

Ali continued to talk with his parents about the visit, and then later he lay in his bed, looked at the half moon that shone through his window, and thought about the visit. Husayn and Nahid lay awake in the next room talking softly about Ali, how he had seemed to grow up so much since his dream several months before.
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