Plan for year 7 lesson 18

aims:

    a) to study more about the Covenant.

    b) to have a better idea of “the right thing to do”.

objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:

    a) remember God more often

    b) know how people become Covenant-breakers and what happens to them.
    c) realise that our behaviour affects the progress of the Cause

    d) ignore unfortunate behaviour of other Bahá’ís

materials:  Ali’s Dream or story page;  recent Journals with items about  The Learned Arm; [optional for teacher: pages from ‘Social & Economic Development’ &    “Living the Life” ]  ;  The Covenant for Young People;  handout.


1. Game/News.


2. Mark Homework.

3. Virtue. Revise remembrance (mindfulness of God)  [first part in handout]
 “With hearts set aglow by the fire of the love of God and spirits refreshed by the food of the heavenly spirit you must go forth as the disciples, nineteen hundred years ago, quickening the hearts of men by the call of glad-tidings, the light of God in your faces, severed from everything save God. Therefore order your lives in accordance with the first principle of the divine teaching, which is love…”      'Abdu'l-Bahá (Promulgation of Universal Peace, p.6)




[quoted in ‘the Pattern of Bahá’í Life’ p.56.]
4. New Topic. 
The relationship of what we do in the administrative system to the Covenant.

Separate page for students, from “The Covenant for Young People”, continuing from lesson 11.                      ( 4 questions about it in handout.)

[also separate page for teacher, the section “Beginning With the Covenant” from “SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT” contains some interesting ideas, some of which could be incorporated into this lesson.]

5. Story.  Ali’s Dream pp.206-7  (see separate page if you don’t have the book)

6. Writings  relating to keeping the Covenant, what should we do?

[more from “Living the Life” on separate page.]
“This Wronged One hath forbidden the people of God to engage in contention or conflict and hath exhorted them to righteous deeds and praiseworthy character;  In this day the hosts that can ensure the victory of the Cause are those of goodly conduct and saintly character.”       [last sentence in handout]
                  (Tablets Of Bahá’u’lláh. p. 88)
"We must realize our imperfection and not permit ourselves to get too upset over the unfortunate things which occur, sometimes in Conventions, sometimes in Assemblies or on Committees, etc. Such things are essentially superficial and in time will be outgrown."     


(March 17, 1943, Shoghi Effendi.)

7. Activity.  Investigate current progress of The Learned Arm by looking in recent relevant Journals.  e.g. Feb.2002 p.5 has list of ABMs for UK.

8. Handout/activity.  


9. Set Homework.
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