year 7 lesson 18 ===

The Covenant for Young People, pages 31-35.

Opposition to the Bahá’í Faith

     There are some people who are against the Bahá’í Faith and do not want it to spread to other people. We say that these people are opposed to the Faith. Many of these people do nothing about their dislike of the Faith. They simply do not feel in their hearts that the Bahá’í Faith is a good thing.       However, a few of them try hard to make sure the Bahá’í Faith does not grow and spread. They do everything in their power to make sure that the Bahá’ís have a difficult time teaching the Faith. They may even attack the Faith by writing books or letters to newspapers. Some people may attack the Bahá’ís themselves and imprison them, or even kill them.       When this happens, it is hard for the Bahá’ís to remain firm in the Covenant. However, 'Abdu'l-Bahá has asked us to do just that! He says, 'You must make firm the feet at the time when these trials transpire, and demonstrate forbearance and patience. You must withstand them with the utmost love and kindness.'

      'Abdu'l-Bahá has also said that opposition is the 'con​firmation of the Cause, the very source of upbuilding to the Movement'.   This means that when people try to hurt the Bahá’í Faith they actually make it grow more quickly.  Therefore, when we find that some people are trying to stop the Faith from growing, we can still be happy because we know that the Faith will not be harmed but will be stronger as a result.

Breaking the Covenant

     Sometimes the person who tries to hurt the Bahá’í Faith is a Bahá’í. When a Bahá’í attacks the Faith or the Covenant, or when a Bahá’í tries to make a different religious group out of the Bahá’í Faith, that person is not being faithful to the Covenant. The purpose of the Covenant is to keep the Bahá’í Faith united. A Bahá’í who is trying to cause disunity is not keeping his or her part of the Covenant.   When this happens, every effort is made to help the Bahá’í to be faithful to the Covenant. If the person does not change, then the Bahá’í is declared to be a Covenant-breaker and is no longer a Bahá’í.

     Why do some people break the Covenant? 'Abdu'l-Bahá said that some of them 'are seeking leadership, and in order to reach this position they instil doubts among the friends that they may cause differences, and that these differences may result in their drawing a party to themselves.'

     The only thing a Bahá’í can do that will put him or her outside the Faith is to break the Covenant. This shows us that Covenant-breaking is a very serious thing, the worst thing that a Bahá’í can do.  'Abdu'l-Bahá said that we should 'shun and avoid entirely the Covenant-breakers, for they will utterly destroy the Cause of God, exterminate His Law and render of no account all efforts exerted in the past.'

    The reason we are not to meet with Covenant-breakers is the same reason we do not visit people when they have a contagious disease.  No matter how well we are, we will probably catch the disease of a sick person.  If a Bahá’í was to meet with and visit a Covenant-breaker, the Bahá’í might soon become a Covenant-breaker too.
A Prayer for Firmness in the Covenant

     O my Lord and my Hope! Help Thou Thy loved ones to be steadfast in Thy mighty Covenant, to remain faithful to Thy manifest Cause, and to carry out the commandments Thou didst set down for them in Thy Book of Splendours; that they may become banners of guidance and lamps of the Company above, wellsprings of Thine infinite wisdom, and stars that lead aright, as they shine down from the supernal sky.

Verily art Thou the Invincible, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

                          
                                                                     'Abdu'l-Bahá.
