Plan for year 7 lesson 17

aim:

to study different sacred scriptures

objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:

a) put in their own words what Islámic scripture says about the greatness of Bahá’u’lláh.

b) explain some of the Jewish prophesies about Bahá’u’lláh.

c) state 5 of the 10 commandments given to Moses.

d) recite from memory one thing Bahá’u’lláh said about service.


materials:   pages about  Islám & Judaism ; ‘Thief in the night’ ; Holy Bible ; handout.


1. Game. 
"How Do You Do."
 Class arranges themselves in a large circle. ‘It’ walks around the outside and taps one player on the shoulder. ‘It’ says, “How do you do?" And the player responds "Fine, thank you!" They repeat this procedure three times altogether, and as soon as the 3rd player has said “Fine, thank you!”, ‘it’ runs around the circle the same direction he/she was going in the first place and the other player runs the opposite way. Whoever returns to the open space is saved and the other person becomes ‘It’.     (Showing respect to another person.)

2. Mark Homework.

3. Virtue. Remembrance.  Use virtue handout, then:

We remember how good 'Abdu'l-Bahá was in the following story -

Story:
Roy Wilhelm, an early pilgrim to the Master in 'Akka, observed the esteem 'Abdu'l-Bahá won from even those who were not Bahá'ís:
'Our room fronted upon a little garden in which was a fountain, and near by a tent in which 'Abdu'l-Bahá receives many of those who come to see Him. 
So intense are the hatreds between the followers of the different religious systems that it is unusual for a man to be well spoken of outside his own system, but 'Abdu’l-Bahá is regarded by all classes as a man of such wisdom and justice that it is to Him that they come for explanation of their religious Books, for the adjustment of their business quarrels, and even for the settlement of family difficulties. The inquirer will be told that 'Abdu'l-Bahá makes no distinction; that He helps Jew, Muhammadan, and Christian alike.' So fair was He in His dealings that a just Governor of 'Akka, Ailmad Big Tawfiq, used to send his son to 'Abdu'l-Bahá for instruction, and in the exercise of justice and sound government turned to 'Abdu'l-Bahá for counsel.

4. New Topic. sacred scriptures.

(a) References to the Bahá’í Faith in Islám.

See separate page, Kitáb-i-Íqán 155-6.
Teacher to decide how much of this is presented to the class, but at least include the middle of the 3rd paragraph, which is in the handout with two questions to answer; make sure that they know the answers to those questions (Muhammad, Bahá’u’lláh).

5. New Topic. sacred scriptures
(b)The sacred scriptures of Judaism.

See separate page, which contains three types: 
1. prophecies, 

Four quotes from the Old Testament are given, with pages of ‘Thief in the night’ where they are explained in detail.  The 3rd one is in the handout with two questions, make sure students know the answers.

 (The Báb, Bahá’u’lláh.)
2. codes of law,

Examples given to Abraham and Moses.
Read these one at a time, either from separate page (where some words are omitted) or from the Holy Bible (Exodus 20:7-24).
Ask students to put each of the 10 commandments in their own words, help them where they have any difficulty. [they are asked to write 5 of these as part of the homework.]
3. hymns of praise.

Two quotes from the book of Psalms; one indicating that God wants us to sing, the other being set to music for singing (if you have a keyboard and can play the tune on it, see if the students can sing this – words in handout.)

6. New Topic. sacred scriptures
(c)What Bahá’u’lláh said about service: [part of 2nd quote in handout to learn]

 “The tie of servitude established between the worshiper and the adored One, between the creature and the Creator, should in itself be regarded as a token of His gracious favour unto men, and not as an indication of any merit they may possess. To this testifieth every true and discerning believer.”

(Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh pp.193-194 XCIV)

“Aid me, 0 my Lord, to surrender myself wholly to Thy Will, and to arise and serve Thee, for I cherish this earthly life for no other purpose than to compass the Tabernacle of Thy Revelation and the Seat of Thy Glory.”

(Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, pp.31l-312, CXLII)

7. Handout/activity.


8. Set Homework.
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