FBS Plan for year 7 lesson 16.

aims:

a) to consider why we are here and what we should do to help others

b) to understand the requirements of becoming a Bahá’í

objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:

a) talk to people about the Bahá’í Faith and how it prepares us for the next world

b) know when to suggest to our LSA that someone is ready to become a Bahá’í

c) help other Bahá’í s to deepen in their Faith


materials:        ; handout.


1. Game/News.

2. Mark Homework.

3. Virtue.    revise   Graciousness

4. Topic.  the Bahá’í Faith

(a) How do we answer “What is a Bahá’í?”
It depends on how much time we have got for this.
The short answer is “Someone who believes that the latest Messenger from God is Bahá’u’lláh, accepts His teachings and obeys His laws” and if we have more time (providing that the person who asked the question is still interested) then we can give an example of His teachings, e.g. about the next world – see “Why are we here?” at start of handout – and an example of His laws, e.g. to read aloud from Bahá’í Scripture every morning and evening (the quote of Bahá’u’lláh we have just read is for you to read every morning and evening next week.).  The next question might be “Who is Bahá’u’lláh?” and your answer could include some details from the story in the handout.

5. Story.   The Birth of Bahá’u’lláh - in the handout.

6. Topic.  the Bahá’í Faith

(b) What do we do if someone wants to become a Bahá’í?
Tactfully find out whether they can meet the requirements, as outlined by the Universal House of Justice in 1964:
 
"...Those who declare themselves as Bahá’ís should become enchanted with the beauty of the Teachings, and touched by the love of Bahá’u’lláh. The declarants need not know all the proofs, history, laws, and principles of the Faith, but in the process of declaring themselves they must, in addition to catching the spark of faith, become basically informed about the Central Figures of the Faith, as well as the existence of laws they must follow and an administration they must obey."              

If they do meet the requirements, then we can suggest to our Spiritual Assembly (local, if we have one, otherwise national) that the person be accepted as a Bahá’í, since an Assembly has the responsibility, as explained on page 57 of Principles of Bahá’í Administration:

Acceptance of Believers, a Great Spiritual Responsi​bility. As regards the admittance of new members into the different groups as declared Bahá'ís, and the expulsion of any from the community, Shoghi Effendi believes that the Assemblies should not act hurriedly. They should be wise and most considerate, otherwise they can do much harm to the body of the Cause. They should see to it that the newcomer is truly conversant with the teachings, and when he expresses his belief in the revelation of Bahá’u’lláh, knows what he is saying and what are the duties he undertakes.

7. Topic.  the Bahá’í Faith

(c) deepening of Bahá’ís.
It is important for all Bahá’ís, and especially for new Bahá’ís, to keep learning about the Faith. (refer again to “Why are we here?” at start of handout)
As well as learning about the Faith, there are other aspects to our education which are important, as explained on page 233 of “Trends in Bahá’í Education”:

Clearly, the process of education and training are of spiritual, as well as material, importance to our development as human beings. We  acquire  education  and  training to  fulfil  an  important requirement for spiritual development: to work, to be gainfully employed. Bahá'u'lláh has elevated employment to the station of worshipping God in this Dispensation. In addition, we are asked to consider education and training which will prepare us for the service of humankind:

"Knowledge is as wings to man's life, and a ladder for his ascent.  Its acquisition is incumbent upon everyone. The knowledge of such sciences, however, should be acquired as can profit the peoples of the earth, and not those which begin and end with words". 







Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh,  p.51.

8. activity.   Have a meditation on the above quote.
Tell the students:-   There are many ways to meditate.  
Today we will meditate on the quote of Bahá’u’lláh we have just heard.
 Close your eyes while I read this twice, the second time with pauses between phrases.  After I finish, keep thinking about it for a while before opening your eyes:


 (2nd time pause at each  =  for about 5 seconds)
"Knowledge is as wings to man's life =, and a ladder for his ascent.=  Its acquisition is incumbent upon everyone.= The knowledge of such sciences, however,=  should be acquired as can profit the peoples of the earth,=  and not those which begin and end with words".

9. Set Homework.  Draw attention of students to bottom of handout.
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