Handout for === year 7 lesson 16.

Why are we here?

The purpose of our lives in this plane of existence is to develop the spiritual perfections we will need in the next world and in all the worlds of God. The process of deepening, of continuous personal development, is embodied in the words of Bahá'u'lláh:

"Immerse yourselves in the ocean of My words, that ye may unravel its secrets, and discover all the pearls of wisdom that lie hid in its depths".
The Birth of Bahá’u’lláh

In the year 1817, in Teheran, the capital city of Persia, a son was born to one of the Ministers in the government of the Persian king. The family was of the nobility, they were rich in possessions and honours. The blood of God's Prophets and of great earthly kings ran in their veins. Bahá'u'lláh was a wonderful person. His hair was black and His beard was black. He had happy, laughing eyes, and He made everybody happy because He loved them so much. He rode on horseback and He was brave and strong. He was just like a king. Bahá'u'lláh 's mother said He never fussed as a child. He was good and obedient. During the earliest years of the Child's life, the father had a dream. In this dream he saw his Son swimming on a vast sea, and the hairs of His head were trailing out upon the water behind Him. As the dream progressed, he saw the fishes of the sea catching hold of the hair until a great number of fish were being towed, each holding on to a hair. The Swimmer, however, was not distressed nor slowed down by this vast and weighty following. The father was amazed and wondered at the significance of this dream, so he sought the interpretation of an aged and famous seer. This wise old man told the father that the dream did not mean any harm would come to his Son, but rather it indicated a station and role in life in which the peoples of the world would follow this Son. How this prophetic dream and unusual interpretation were realized is outlined in this amazing story of Bahá'u'lláh.

In His youth, Bahá'u'lláh was noted for His pious, generous and friendly nature. He never attended a formal school. Although He never showed interest in governmental positions, yet when His father died He was urged to assume the post of His father. But he declined, and despite urging, refused to enter the service of the king. Finally the Prime Minister said, "Leave Him to Himself; He has some higher aim in view  He is destined for some lofty career; His thoughts are not like ours. Let Him alone." And so Bahá'u'lláh continued to live a life devoted to the welfare and happiness of others who sought His wisdom, but remaining distant from politics. One reason for this Bahá'u'lláh Himself revealed: when He was at a party as a child, He was delighted by the puppet show telling the story of a king and his court. After the show, however, He saw the puppet-master place all the figures in a box and leave. The boy, Bahá'u'lláh, thought: "Where is the earthly power in relation to God?", He thereafter lost all interest in worldly station and honours.

Homework

Read aloud, morning and evening, for the next week, either the quote of Bahá'u'lláh

 in the ‘why are we here?’ section at the top of this page, or the following one:

"Knowledge is as wings to man's life, and a ladder for his ascent.  Its acquisition is incumbent upon everyone. The knowledge of such sciences, however, should be acquired as can profit the peoples of the earth, and not those which begin and end with words".
You could alternate between these, maybe reading one in the morning and the other in the evening.  Don’t forget to meditate after reading, i.e. think for a minute about what you have just read and how it should affect your life.

