Plan for year 7 lesson 15

aim:

a) study sacrifice


objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:

a) understand that we need selflessness to give money or time freely

b) appreciate that sacrifice often occurs in nature

c) let go of things to come closer to God

d) explain about the sacrifices in Akká.


materials:    virtue and story pages    ; handout.


1. Game/News.

2. Mark Homework.

3. Virtue. Graciousness – see separate sheets. [suggest use one this lesson and the other next lesson for revision.]

4. New Topic.  sacrifice.  

(a)  Giving - of money and life  



Fortunately we do not normally face the ultimate test of giving our life these days, but even the giving of money or time can mean a significant sacrifice for us, for which we need to develop Selflessness, as indicated by these 2 quotes of Bahá’u’lláh: 

"Let your vision be world-embracing, rather than confined to your own self." 

"Have regard to the good of the world and not to your own selfish desires."

5. New Topic.  sacrifice.  

(b) Example of sacrifice offer:  In nature - (animal kingdom) 

 “Thoughts” p. 230 (deer)
[story on separate page]

6. New Topic.  sacrifice.


(c) “Letting go - leads to something better, a higher state…
even if no-one else benefits, we need to give up some things:

"Say: Deliver your souls, 0 people, from the bondage of self, and purify them from all attachment to anything besides Me."













(Gleanings, p 294 CXXXVI)

7. Activity.    Consult about sacrifice.
Each student write down an example of sacrifice.
Then all consult about which is the hardest/best etc.

8. New Topic.  sacrifice.


(d)  Read the story below about  Bahá’u’lláh  in the Prison in Akká, then answer these questions:
What sacrifice did Bahá’u’lláh make?  

What sacrifice did the pilgrims to Bahá’u’lláh make?  

The Most Great Prison in Akká

     The day arrived for Bahá’u’lláh to leave Adrianople for 'Akka. Once again there was great sadness of the people He was leaving.

     Bahá’u’lláh and His companions made the journey to Akká in a small boat. It was extremely hot and there was no shade. The trip took eight hours.

     Akká was a prison city which was filthy and unhealthy. It was surrounded by a high wall with two gates. These were constantly guarded. Sultan ‘Abdu’l-Aziz had chosen Akká because few pris​oners returned alive from there. He thought Bahá’u’lláh would surely die there.

     After the difficult journey, the prisoners were greeted by a hateful crowd. The first night they were not given food or water. When they finally received food it was dirty and stale. The water was so dirty and salty it was undrinkable. Due to the hunger, thirst, bad smell, and dirty surroundings, most of the prisoners became ill. Three died.      
Bahá’u’lláh spent two years and five months in this condition.

When the believers in Iran learned of Bahá’u’lláh’s exile they set out eagerly on foot for Akká. Unfortunately, they were not allowed to visit Bahá’u’lláh so they would stand outside the fort for days hoping to catch a glimpse of Him. 
Whenever Bahá’u’lláh saw a believer from afar, He would wave a white handkerchief to show He had seen them. This gave the pilgrims great joy. 


“O SON OF MAN! My calamity is My providence, outwardly it is fire and vengeance, but inwardly, it is light and mercy...”

9. Handout/activity.


10. Set Homework.
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