Fairness: Discussion or Role-Play Situations

1.
Anne and Jimmy were playing in the park with their friends on the swings. Jimmy had been swinging a long time when one of the other children asked him to give him a turn on the swings. Jimmy said. "O.K., you can swing for a while. ;We can all take turns." Is taking turns being fair? What are some other ways we can act fairly with our friends and family?

2.
Anne and Jimmy's mother had told them to come home for lunch when they heard the town clock strike 12. But the children were having such a good time, they kept on playing until 12:30. When they got home, their mother said they would have to stay home from the park the next day because they had been disobedient. Was their mother fair? What would you have done if you were the mother?

3.
When Jimmy and Anne went back to the park again, they wanted to swing. All the swings were busy. After a while, Jimmy asked two children to give them a turn. They just laughed and refused. Anne rushed up and pulled the girl out of the swing. Then the girl shoved Anne so hard that she fell down in the dirt. Was it fair for Anne to want a turn? Was it fair to pull the girl off the swing? Is it fair to "get even." Can you think of a fair solution?

4.
Several children are playing hop-scotch during recess at school. An older and bigger child comes by and makes fun of the smaller children. He kicks all the hop-scotch markers away with his foot and laughs. This makes all the other children angry, so they rush together and begin hitting the older child. He cries and runs to tell the teacher. "Serves you right". the children shout after him. Does this story show an example of justice or injustice? Why?

5.
Ben and his older brother Jim go next door to see their friend, Mike. Mike has

a pack of cigarettes and suggests they go outdoors behind the garage and have a

smoke. Although the boys' parents have asked them not to smoke, Jim tries a

cigarette. What should Ben do?

6.
Jimmy was the catcher for his baseball team. They had a game that afternoon.

Jim's dad came home early and announced he had the day off, so the family could

go to visit the grandparents, if they left right away. Jim knew his grandmother

was sick and he should go see her, but he also wanted to play ball. What should he do?

7.
Mary’s mother told her at 10:00 Sat. morning that she wanted her to babysit her little brother while her mother ran errands. Mary protested that she was planning to go to the movies with her best friend. It was the only day this show was to be on and her mother had half-promised her that she could go.  What should Mary’s mother do?
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