Plan for year 7 lesson 13
aims:   a)  to study 2 Bahá’í principles in depth
   and  b)  to extend understanding of prayer.

objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:
     a) explain the need for an auxiliary language,
     b) say a few words of Esperanto,
     c) state the Bahá’í view about the education of children,
     d) have a meaningful discussion about the purposes of prayer. 


materials: “Prescription For Living” if you want to elaborate on 8.; 
handout on Esperanto [& Glosa, if you want to introduce that as well.], handouts for homework & virtue.


   
(Sit in a circle for items 1 to 4.) 

1.      Game [careful thought to a suitable one for junior youth]

2.      News. 
3.      Mark Homework.
  & do revision of previous lesson.
[if you have new student(s) and/or most students who did the previous lesson are not present, it would be better to do the virtue first and then do this item individually with anyone who has done the homework while others work on today’s topic.]
4.     New virtue. Fairness. – use all of virtue handout this week (separate sheet is planned for next lesson).
 Could also use lesson 22 of Enlighten book 6 (on Justice) [uses Thoughts 164-9, Some Answered Questions 307, the Hidden Words (from Arabic) #2]  as a basis for discussion.
Maybe relate this to a story about a moral exemplar.  (e.g. The Creative Circle p.42.). 
 5.      A World Language.  Use the Esperanto sheet as handout.
    [ additional material is in Dayspring issues: Rahmat153 p.22, Mashiyyat153 p.23, #28 p.23 and #30 p.31. (the last 2 don’t have dates on). ]
     A page about Glosa is also available if required.
6. Discuss answers to Questions about “A World Language”, [students write up for homework]. 


7. Activity.
Imagine that a conflict between people has been blamed on language differences and a Bahá’í wrote to a newspaper with the view that a Universal Auxiliary Language would avoid such conflict.
     One student pretends to be a newspaper reporter who has come to interview the Bahá’í about this.  Another student pretends to be the Bahá’í who wrote to the newspaper. Other students observe and make notes for constructive feedback after the interview.



8.      Education of children.  Start by considering which languages should be taught in schools.  Continue by considering these quotes:


“Unto every father bath been enjoined the instruction of his son and daughter in the art of reading and writing and in all that hath been laid down in the Holy Tablet. . . . He that bringeth up his son or the son of another, it is as though he bath brought up a son of Mine; upon him rest My glory, My loving-kindness, My mercy, that have encompassed the world.”

(Aqdas, K48)

“It is incumbent upon the children to exert themselves to the utmost in acquiring the art of reading and writing. . . . Writing skills that will provide for urgent needs will be enough for some; and then it is better and more fitting that they should spend their time in studying those branches of knowledge which are of use.”








(Excellence in All Things. #6)

9.  Story.   stories of the Greatest Holy Leaf, p.10.


'My Dear One'


Bahíyyih stood looking out of the window of the house in Baghdad. While her Father had been away for two years in the mountains, her cruel uncle had been so afraid, he would not even allow children to come and play. Now Bahá'u'lláh was home everything was better; and people would often come to visit the holy family


Bahíyyih was waiting for her friend to arrive - a little Arab girl whom she called Habíbatí. This name means 'my dear one'. Bahíyyih taught Habíbatí to read and write. She also told her about the teachings of Bahá'u'lláh.


When Bahíyyih and her family had to leave Baghdad, Habíbatí was overcome with sadness. She sat by herself and chanted prayers, and longed to be with her friend again. Bahíyyih, too, was very sad, and she never forgot Habíbatí.
Discuss the story; who was helping with education?

 10.      Discussion about prayer.     e.g. “Prescription For Living” pages 40-44: purposes of prayer; 
                 1. want something, 
                 2. clean mirror of soul, 
                 3. praise beauty in world, 
                 4. say thank you. 

11.  Handout, including The sixth Ishráq, which can be read now as a summing up of the Bahá’í view about languages. 

12.  Give homework. Write answers to 7 questions discussed in class.
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