Talk to the World with Esperanto

- the language bridge

You have already seen the importance of an auxiliary language which will eventually enable everyone in the world to talk to each other.

Esperanto celebrated its 100 Year Jubilee in 1987. Dr. Ludwig Zamenhof first published a little book about Esperanto in 1887, the result of years of painstaking work and study. He had grown up in Poland in an area where there were so many different groups of people who each spoke a different language, that they could not get on together. While still a child he realised that if only people could understand each other then the barriers to friendship would disappear:

Now, one hundred years later, Esperanto is spoken by millions of people all over the world - Chinese, Russians, South Americans, Africans, Europeans. The Universal Esperanto Association issues a year book annually in which the names of Esperanto delegates in each country are printed, and there are all kinds of magazines, journals and books published throughout the year.

If you learn Esperanto you will be able to write to people practically anywhere in the world, and eventually, who knows, you may even meet them at one of the yearly Universal Congresses. In 1989 there was one held in Brighton, and several thousand people from all over the world came together - joined not only by the language which they all know, but also by the inner ideal of Esperanto which is to "unite the world through language" - an ideal which Bahá'ís can really appreciate and understand.

Why not join your local Esperanto group, or if there isn't one, start one yourself, your Spiritual Assembly will help you, as the National Spiritual Assembly has specifically asked all Bahá'ís to support Esperanto, and has set up a National Association too.

Remember, learning a language is fun, learning Esperanto is not only fun, but also vital for world peace.

Here is part of the first lesson, if you want the complete lesson to try, it is available as  In Home Study Programme p.211.

Note: Each letter has ONE sound only (so for instance, C cannot be pronounced as K). Also there are no silent letters. To help you, all the Esperanto text will be in bold letters from now on.

Esperanto LESSON

1.    La = the. (Say it as in 'Pa', never as in 'cat'). Kaj = and. (Pronounce -aj as the 'i' in 'kite'. Do not pronounce the 'j'.)

(NOTE: The word 'pronounce' will be written as "Pr.", from now on, for the purpose of the lesson.)

These two words, la and kaj, never alter.
2.
All nouns (names of objects and persons) ALWAYS end with -o in the singular. (Pr. o midway between 'go' and 'got'.)
=== year 7 week 13

