
God’s throne on Mount Carmel (Seat of the UHJ)


Ali and his parents removed their shoes and went into the Shrine of the Báb.  Nahid’s melodious voice chanted the Tablet of Visitation.

Ali stayed in the room for several minutes after his parents had left. When he emerged from the building, they were waiting for him with proud faces, and he could not help smiling when his eyes met theirs.

When they were ready to walk around and see the other parts of the building, Husayn said, 'Some day, Ali, people will come here from all over the world. There will be beautiful gardens, and many people will know that a Manifestation of God is buried here.'

'I hope it doesn't change too much,' said Ali. 'I like it the way it is.' Nahid and Husayn both laughed with Ali, and then the three of them examined the rest of the building. Finally Husayn suggested that they go towards the head of the mountain where Bahá’u’lláh had revealed the Tablet of Carmel, near the Carmelite monastery. It was a fairly long walk, up the mountain and then along towards the end, almost directly above the place where they had eaten their lunch. It took half an hour to reach the spot, but when they arrived, they all agreed that the climb had been well worth their trouble. The view was breathtaking. They could see for many miles on both sides of the mountain. The sea spread out before them on one side, and on the other was ‘Akká and the bay. They could see the Shrine of the Báb in one direction and the Carmelite monastery in the other.

'It is said that when Bahá’u’lláh chanted the Tablet of Carmel on this spot, His voice was so loud that the monks came out of their building to see what was happening,' said Husayn.

'What is in the Tablet of Carmel?' asked Ali.

'Let's rest here a minute and I'll tell you,' said Husayn, making a place for Nahid to sit with a cloth he had brought with him. All three made themselves as comfortable as they could on the rough ground. 'On one of those four trips to Carmel,' Husayn began, 'Bahá’u’lláh pitched his tent very near this spot. And during that visit, He stood here and revealed a tablet which described how important this moun​tain would be in the future of the Bahá’í Faith.'

'Is that why you were saving this visit for the last part of my study?' said Ali. 'Is that why this is really the last link?'

'In a way,' said Husayn. 'But the Covenant which Bahá’u’lláh left was in many forms. He left 'Abdu’l-Bahá to lead us, and he designed a religious institution which can guide us after 'Abdu’l-Bahá is gone; he left us laws and over a hundred volumes of tablets. But He also left us this mountain as well, and He revealed the Tablet of Carmel which says, "Haste thee, 0 Carmel, for lo, the light of the countenance of God, the Ruler of the Kingdom of Names and Fashioner of the heavens, hath been lifted upon thee." Then in another place it says, "Rejoice, for God hath in this Day established upon thee His throne, hath made thee the dawning-place of His signs and the day spring of the evidences of His Revelation."

'Does that mean that the Shrine of the Báb is the throne He talks about?'

'I think it means more than that,' said Nahid. 'It seems to say that the headquarters for the Bahá’í Faith will some day be here to guide all mankind. I'm sure it will take time and patience, just as it took time and patience for the Shrine to be built.'

Ali wanted to believe his mother, but it seemed far-fetched that such a thing could really happen.

'Look at it this way,' said Husayn, perceiving Ali's doubt. 'What do you think the people of ‘Akká would have said if you had told them forty-four years ago that the One who was being taken to the prison would some day leave their town in great respect, go across the bay to Mount Carmel, and show His son where to build a beautiful Shrine?'

Ali laughed. He understood his father's point. 'Or who would have thought that the Son of a member of the Shah's court would end up here to begin a new Faith?' said Ali.
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