Plan for year 7 lesson 12

aims:

a) learn about The Universal House of Justice and its agencies.
b) find out What the UHJ does, including about plans.
objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:

a) state some facts about the UHJ itself

b) describe briefly the contents of a booklet produced by the UHJ or its agency 

c) know how to get ready to help with plans

materials:    sheet about UHJ booklets ; Ali’s Dream or story page  ; handout.


1. Game/News.


2. Mark Homework.

3. Virtue.  revise Carefulness.

4. New Topic. Bahá’í World Centre.(UHJ, Plans, ABMs assist.)
(a) The Universal House of Justice and its agencies.

     Institution UHJ, ordained by Bahá’u’lláh in His Most Holy Book, was first elected 1963, according to method in Will & Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, who said that the UHJ is the “source of all good and freed from error”.  It is elected in Haifa, Israel, every 5 years by the members of the NSAs from all over the world.

     The UHJ has many agencies, including the International Teaching Centre, which has its own building, and the Research Department, which uses the Centre for the Study of the Texts (both buildings being in the Arc on Mount Carmel in Haifa, Israel). Another UHJ agency is the Bahá’í International Community’s Office of Public Information, which produced the booklet “Who is Writing the Future?” in 1999 & “The Prosperity of Humankind” in 1995; they have their offices at the bottom of Mount Carmel.      
    [Introductions to 3 booklets produced by the UHJ or one of its agencies are on a separate page, give this out & discuss, there is a homework quiz on it.]

5. Story.  Ali’s Dream pp.214-6  (see separate page if you don’t have the book)


6. New Topic. Bahá’í World Centre.(UHJ, Plans, ABMs assist.)

(b) What does the UHJ do?

It legislates on matters not covered by the Bahá’í Writings.
It provides inspiration and plans in its annual letter at Ridvan.
        (i) understanding what has happened in previous plans:
     The 9 year plan 1964-73 had twin objectives of expansion and universal participation. Boards of Counsellors created.  [further details in “Trustees of the Merciful” pp.71-3.]
     The 5 year plan 1974-79 was mainly for consolidation; development of Bahá’í life & strengthening of LSAs.  Also the construction of the Seat of the UHJ began and Indian & Samoan Temples were initiated.
     The 7 year plan 1979-86 included objectives of financial independence, construction projects and promoting spiritual, intellectual and community life.  Completion of Seat UHJ & Samoan Temple achieved, Arc plans approved, and “Social & Economic Development Office” created.
     [further details of 3 plans in “The Spiritual Conquest of the Planet” p.19.] 

    (ii) acting on the plans:
Implementation of plans is dependent on actions by individual Bahá’ís, but before acting we should consider the following:-
 
’Abdu’l-Bahá said “Consider how exalted and lofty is the station you are destined to attain…   To attain to this supreme station is, however, dependent upon the realisation of certain conditions:
    The first condition is firmness in the Covenant of God.
    The second condition:  Fellowship and love amongst the believers.
    The third condition:  Teachers must continually travel to all parts of the continent, nay rather, to all parts of the world, but they must travel like ‘Abdu’l-Bahá…  He was sanctified and free from every attachment and in the utmost severance.”     “Tablets of the Divine Plan”, tablet 8, paragraphs 6-11.

 The implementation of plans is assisted by the  Auxiliary Board Members.

      
7.  Writings.              [in handout for daily reading.]                 
 
 “Peruse ye every day the verses revealed by God.  Blessed is the man who reciteth them and reflecteth upon them.  He truly is of them with whom it shall be well.”                                              Bahá’u’lláh.



8. Handout/activity.    Discuss the answers to the quiz, but students are not to write anything down now!


9. Set Homework.
Daily read
Quiz
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