Plan for year 7 lesson 11.

aims:  to learn about

a) the part of Bahá’u’lláh’s exile which was in Adrianople
b) covenant.

objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:

a) talk about Bahá’u’lláh’s time in Adrianople,
b) explain what Bahá’u’lláh’s Covenant means to us, 

materials:    sheets “The Covenant for Young People” & “Exile to Adrianople”    ; handout.


1. Game/News. Game: yes-no interlude.
Students form pairs, then one of each pair asks the other questions, trying to make them say “yes” or “no”.  Could all do it together and see who lasts the longest, then swap over.  If they have difficulty formulating questions (or if odd number of students), teacher might have to do it once as an example. 

One of the tricks is to follow each question with a request for confirming, e.g. “What’s your favourite colour?”  “red”  “you really like red?” (to which the answer should be “I do” or “that’s right” etc.)
e.g. “How many students in the room?”  “seven”  “are you sure?”  “I am”.


2. Mark Homework. 

3. Virtue. Carefulness. – see virtue handout, maybe leave half for revision next lesson. 

4. New Topic. Bahá’u’lláh in Adrianople.
        Start by asking students what they know about Bahá’u’lláh’s exile in Baghdad, if little or no response then spend 2 or 3 minutes reminding them (or telling them for the first time, as the case may be).
       Then ask whether they know where He went next; if not, you tell them, but don’t dwell on it  (they will hear in the story that it was only 4 months).
       Pass round the sheet with the story about Bahá’u’lláh’s 
exile in Adrianople, for students to take turns reading it.

5. Activity /Music.
With a tape of a wind blowing or a sad tune, students move slowly round the room, quietly and spread apart from each other.  If possible, dim the lights and have each hold an ice cube to represent the bitter cold.  Ask students to meditate, while they walk, on why Bahá’u’lláh gave up His comfortable life and submitted to great sufferings.  (He wished to free mankind from injustice & cruelty, and establish love, unity & peace.)
   




6. Writings.
“…the power of the Covenant will protect the Cause of Bahá’u’lláh from the doubts of the people of error…   the believers must make their steps firm in the Covenant so that the confirmations of Bahá’u’lláh may encircle them from all sides, the cohorts of the Supreme Concourse may become their supporters and helpers, and the exhortations and advices of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, like unto pictures engraved on stone, may remain permanent and ineffaceable in the tablets of all hearts.”    ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, UHJ compilation “The Covenant” p.15. 
 

    [another quote, from p.1, in handout for daily reading,
       

   and one from Kitáb-i-Aqdas for learning, in handout .]


7. New Topic. Covenant.
Use sections of “The Covenant for Young People” - see separate sheet.
[Covenant-breaking is dealt with in lesson 18.]

8. Handout/activity.


9. Set Homework.
Daily reading
Learn quote
Think about the time of the Báb and Bahá’u’lláh
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