The Covenant for Young People,  pages 23-29.

The Purpose of the Covenant

The purpose of something is the aim of that thing, what it is used for, what it is trying to achieve. The purpose of something is made possible because of the nature of that thing. For example, if the purpose of a fire is to make food so hot that it will cook, then this purpose is fulfilled because the nature of the fire is that it gives off heat.

    Another example is the sea. The nature of the sea is that it keeps the fish in it alive. Those fish which are taken out of the sea die. One purpose of the sea, then, is to keep the fish alive.

    We have seen that the nature of the Covenant is to give spiritual life to the Bahá'ís. One purpose of the Covenant, then, is to keep the Bahá'ís spiritually alive. That is, the Covenant keeps the Bahá'ís close to God and helps them to do what God wants.

    Another purpose of the Covenant is to keep the Bahá'ís united. 'Abdu'l-Bahá has written, 'The purpose of the Covenant was simply to ward off disunion and differences so that no one might say, "My opinion is the true and valid one." '

    The unity of the Bahá'í Faith is kept because when people do not agree, they find out what is right by turning to the Centre of the Covenant. No one can say, 'My way is right and yours is wrong' because only the Centre of the Covenant can say for certain which way is the right way.

The Power of the Covenant

We have seen that the purpose of the Covenant is to make sure that the Bahá'í Faith remains united and one. This purpose is fulfilled through the nature of the Covenant. It is also fulfilled through the power of the Covenant.

The Covenant is very strong. It has the ability to keep people together, to keep them united. We cannot see this power and it is hard to understand. However, 'Abdu'l-Bahá says that 'it moves the hearts' and 'dashes into a thousand pieces all the forces of opposition'. 'It creates new spiritual worlds.'

Sometimes a person tries to stand against the Covenant, to resist it by insisting on his or her own point of view. Sometimes a person tries to do something which the Centre of the Covenant says is not right. These people sometimes try to divide the Bahá'í Faith. But the Covenant is so strong that this cannot happen. The power of the Covenant makes certain that those who try to divide the Bahá'í Faith and make sects in it will not succeed.

Firmness in the Covenant

It is not enough simply to know what the Covenant is, to know what its purpose is and to understand its power. We must be firm in keeping to our part of the Covenant. That is' we must not be moved away from our acceptance of the Centre of the Covenant by people who try to harm the Bahá'í Faith. We must be very strong and do exactly what the Centre of the Covenant tells us to do.

'Abdu'l-Bahá said that ‘firmness in the Covenant means obedience so that no one may say, "this is my opinion"…’

In the beginning, we might not find it easy to be obedient. We may simply accept that we have to be obedient to the Covenant without being joyful about it. We are obedient with 'dull resignation'. But as we become more perfect, we begin to find joy in being obedient to the Covenant. We have 'radiant acquiescence

When we are asked to do something and we take a long time before we start to do it, then we have obeyed with 'dull resignation'. But if we are asked to do something and we at once jump up and happily do what we have been asked, then we have obeyed with 'radiant acquiescence'.

The Bounties and Blessings of Firmness in the Covenant

The Báb said, 'The time is come when naught but the purest motive, supported by deeds of stainless purity, can ascend to the throne of the Most High and be acceptable unto Him.'

This means that for a deed to reach God and be accepted by Him, the deed must be a good deed and the reason for doing it must also be good and pure. Someone who does a pure deed for a pure reason does not seek any praise or reward for doing it.

Therefore our reason for being firm in the Covenant must be to make God and Bahá’u’lláh happy, out of our love for Them. But God always rewards us when we do things with pure or good aims. Bahá’u’lláh tells us, 'Supremely lofty will be thy station, if thou remainest steadfast in the Cause of thy Lord.'

In another place Bahá’u’lláh said, 'Those who have been faithful to God's Covenant are of the highest ones in the sight of the exalted Lord.'

When we are firm in the Covenant, God is happy and He gives us a very high station. This is the cause of our own happiness.
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