Plan for year 7 lesson 9.

aims:

a) to investigate the balance between love and justice

b) to develop our fear of God and thus avoid vices

objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:

a) react to injustice with love more often

b) know when to seek justice as well as reacting with love

c) have a healthy fear of God

d) reject pornographic material


materials: any of these books from library: Real Questions, Families and How to Survive them, Contemporary Moral Issues;       virtue & handout for each student.


1. Game/News. Game: Call the number.
Students sit in a row and chairs are given numbers from one upwards, with one number missed out, e.g. for 5 students the chairs could be numbered 1,2,4,5,6.
Students, starting with the one sitting on chair 1, call out a number of a chair which someone else is sitting on, e.g. 1st student above could call 2,4,5 or 6.
The person sitting on that chair must then call another suitable number, etc.
If anyone calls a number not belonging to a chair that someone else is sitting on (e.g. their own number or the missing number), then they move to the highest numbered chair and others move up; start again with person on chair 1.
All those who moved have a new own chair number to remember not to call.
Count how many correct calls before a mistake.  If they are too good at it, stop and all change chairs and start again.


2. Mark Homework.

3. Virtue. Endurance- see separate sheets.  [suggest use one this lesson and the other next lesson for revision.]

4. New Topic.  Being an example to others.
How do we react to injustice? (towards ourselves)
a) seek revenge – this is most natural, and needs self-control to avoid!

b) do nothing – becoming a victim is not immoral, but we should avoid it.

c) seek justice – clearly Bahá’u’lláh’s preference for us, but how to do it?
We can either publicise the injustice and deal with it in a fair and open manner, obtaining help where necessary from any appropriate source;
Or we can react with pure love, as described by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá below;
Or, the best response, if we can manage it, is to have a combination of these, which can be called the “unity response” because it involves an appropriate combination of love and justice.  If we understand this, many encounters with people become opportunities for our moral development.  To use them fully, we must have guidance about how much love and how much justice to use in a given situation:  ‘Abdu’l-Bahá says: “The Kingdom of God is founded upon equity and justice, and also upon mercy, compassion, and kindness to every living soul.  Strive ye then with all your heart to treat compassionately all humankind – except for those who have some selfish, private motive, or some disease of the soul.  Kindness cannot be shown to the tyrant, the deceiver, or the thief, because, far from awakening them to the error of their ways, it maketh them to continue in their perversity as before.  No matter how much kindliness ye may expend upon the liar, he will but lie the more, for he believeth you to be deceived, while ye understand him too well, and only remain silent out of your extreme compassion.”
                               Selections from the Writings of ’Abdu’l-Bahá, 138.1


Our difficulty is likely to be that we do not know whether the injustice involves deceit or not; thus it is likely that our initial response should always be a loving one.  Then if later evidence shows the person to be a deceiver, our subsequent response can be weighted more in favour of justice.

                 [this in handout for daily reading]
O SON OF SPIRIT!   Know thou of a truth: He that biddeth men be just and himself committeth iniquity is not of Me, even though he bear My name.
                                                                    Hidden Word 28, from Arabic.
5. Activity.  Split into 2 groups.
Each group to decide on an injustice which one of the other group will pretend happened to them.
When both groups have written down details of the injustice, teacher takes both papers and chooses who will have each and who from their group will act as counsellor/friend.  Other members of each group observe and take notes.  After teacher judges no more to say, observers may make constructive criticism of result.
[if not at least 3 students in each group, only one group counsels at a time, the other group observing.]

6. Writings.  “The essence of Bahá’u’lláh’s Teachings is all-embracing love, for love includeth every excellence of humankind.  It causeth every soul to go forward.  It bestoweth on each one, for a heritage, immortal life.”
                                  Selections from the Writings of ’Abdu’l-Bahá,31.15

 “…ye must show forth tenderness and love to every human being, even to your enemies…”                                    Ibid 7.4

 “…associate in affectionate fellowship with stranger and friend alike, showing forth to all the utmost loving kindness, disregarding the degree of their capacity, never asking whether they deserve to be loved.”          Ibid 8.8


7. Story.    Bahá’u’lláh offered to perform a miracle!
[but the offer was declined]

see separate page.

 


8. New Topic.  Fear of God.     

 “…teach them the oneness of God and the Laws of God.  For lacking in this, the fear of God cannot be inculcated, and lacking the fear of God an infinity of odious and abominable actions will spring up, and sentiments will be uttered that transgress all bounds…” 


 Bahá’u’lláh, Bahá’í Education  p.4. 
          [in handout with questions.]      


"You ask him about the fear of God: perhaps the friends do not realise that the majority of human beings need the element of fear in order to discipline their conduct? Only a relatively very highly evolved soul would always be disciplined by love alone. Fear of punishment, fear of the anger of God if we do evil, are needed to keep people's feet on the right path. Of course we should love God – but we must fear Him in the sense of a child fearing the righteous anger and chastisement of a parent; not cringe before Him as before a tyrant, but know His mercy exceeds His justice!"







Shoghi Effendi 1946

"In explaining the fear of God to children, there is no objection to teaching it as 'Abdu'l-Bahá so often taught everything, in the form of parables Also the child should be made to understand that we don't fear God because He is cruel, but we fear Him because He is just, and, if we do wrong and deserve to be punished, then in His justice He may see fit to punish us. We must both love God and fear Him."







Shoghi Effendi 1957

9. Avoiding the vice of pornography.
Ask students whether they know what is meant by a vice (relating to human behaviour, not woodwork!) and explain if they do not know.  Ask them for examples;  if they provide any, ask how they would avoid them;  if they can’t think of any, give one or two yourself and  ask how they would avoid those. Lead on to a discussion of pornography: what is it, where do we find it, how do we reject it?   Refer to these pages of any books you have found:  Real Questions p.56, Families and How to Survive them p.294, Contemporary Moral Issues p.40.

10. Handout/activity.


11. Set Homework.
Daily reading.
What is meant by “odious and abominable actions”?   
Make a list of bad habits…
How will you avoid getting these bad habits yourself?
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