Plan for year 7 lesson 8.

aims:

a) study some other religions

b) study how to pray

objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:

a) state some important facts about Buddhism
b) state how ancient religions came about

c) explain some predictions of the Bahá’í Faith in other religious scripture

d) pray in a more mature manner


materials: Buddhism  page; What Men Believe  (from library?), The Evolution of Religion, In Home Study Programme p.182 & The Promise of All Ages, if you want to elaborate on the brief extracts supplied; examples of immorality found in the news (see 2. );   handout (6 quotes; homework)


1. Game[let them choose to repeat any game played this term] &/or News.


2. Consult on Homework.
Each student to present an example of immorality found in the news, and others to say how we can avoid it. When all examples have been presented, emphasise that these are evidence of the breaking up of the old world order; as Bahá’ís we have the responsibility of avoiding these so that the New World Order can be established.   Have some examples ready in case students don’t bring any.
It will be too early for any art or craft for humanity’s benefit to have been developed as yet, but invite students to say which one they intend to develop in the future.

3. Virtue. revise Quietness   [relate to meditation, see 4.a) below]

4. New Topic. other religions;
a) Buddha and Buddhism.   story of Buddha on separate page.
He revealed the 4 noble truths: (adapted here to agree with Bahá’í teachings)
1.our earthly material side makes us unhappy if we concentrate on it.
2.we must be unselfish… but we do desire life after death.
3.we accept the will of God.
4.we must live according to the 8 rules of life:
      1.our Bahá’í belief is more up-to-date
      2.our aim is similar, to reach the Abhá Kingdom
      3.Bahá’u’lláh said words are very important
      4.deeds are better than words
      5.a Bahá’í cannot be a wine merchant
      6.effort is needed in today’s world to avoid bad things
      7.we must not even think bad things
      8.meditation improves our spiritual side.

Some Answered Questions pp.263-9[see below, difficult to follow, teacher read in advance!], 

Additional material is in: What Men Believe  pp.30-35 (from library?)

Try a meditation, Buddhist style.

b) A survey of religious expression in prehistoric and ancient times =
 The Evolution of Religion, p.7., In Home Study Programme p.182 [extract from both in handout]

c) References to the Bahá’í Faith in the world’s sacred scriptures = The Promise of All Ages, pp. 23,38,44-7,108-9. [excerpts from each in handout, 3 identified by original sources]



5. Minor Topic. Learning to pray. 
“The traditions established the fact that in all Dispensations the law of prayer hath constituted a fundamental element of the Revelation of all the Prophets of God – a law the form and manner of which hath been adapted to the varying requirements of every age.”           [Kitáb-i-Íqán p.39]
Discuss how Bahá’u’lláh has asked us to pray, and how this differs from methods used in other religions.


6. Set Homework.
From which religions do the above 4 quotations come? [those in the Promise of All Ages]
Explain, in your own words, how each of the 4 is related to the Bahá’í Faith.

7. Revision.  You organise it today, maybe a quiz on this term, or a test.


-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   

Reincarnation.
The object… is to explain the reality – not to deride the beliefs of other people… 
We do not oppose any one’s ideas, nor do we approve of criticism…
[some] believe… heaven and hell to be restricted to this world… 
[others] consider reincarnation the means of becoming perfect…
The first argument for its impossibility, is that the outward is the expression of the inward; the earth is the mirror of the Kingdom; the material world corresponds to the spiritual world… As the proof of uniqueness exists in all things, and the Oneness and Unity of God is apparent in the reality of all things, the repetition of the same appearance is absolutely impossible. Therefore reincarnation, which is the repeated appearance of the same spirit with its former essence and condition in this same world of appearance, is impossible and unrealisable…
If we say that this reincarnation is for acquiring perfections… No, in reality the cause of acquiring perfections is the bounty of God…
In the Divine Scriptures and Holy Books ‘return’ is spoken of but the ignorant have nor understood the meaning, and those who believed in reincarnation have made conjectures on the subject. For what the divine Prophets meant by ‘return’ is not the return of the essence, but that of the qualities… it is fully explained by the Supreme Pen in the Kitáb-i-Íqán; refer to it, so that you may be informed of the truth of the divine mysteries.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá (Some Answered Questions pp.263-9.)
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