Plan for year 7 lesson 7.

aims:

a) study morality

b) read about how Bahá’u’lláh reacted to the Qur’án

c) consider how arts and crafts may be used for humanity’s benefit

objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:

a) explain one way of knowing right from wrong
b) remain moral amidst immorality
c) state one example of how Bahá’u’lláh reacted to the Qur’án
d) use one form of arts or crafts for humanity’s benefit

materials: Qur’án page;  handout ( 4 quotes.) 



& various books if more than in handout is required;


1. Game.  If you have, or can borrow, “Blockbusters” , and have time to make up questions about Bahá’í things which have answers starting with enough different letters to make up the grid, this makes a good revision game. Even if you haven’t got the board game, you could improvise with the grid drawn on a piece of card and blu-tack to stick coloured hexagons over the letters for correct answers.


2. Mark Homework.
(read all contributions while students consult on new topic, then comment on each [either privately or publicly, as appropriate] and ask anyone who has not submitted anything in writing to give a verbal report.)
Has anyone helped at a local event but not reported to us yet?  If so, do it now.

3. Virtue. Quietness. 
 “Observe silence and refrain from idle talk”  Bahá’u’lláh.
More quotes in the virtue handout.

4. New Topic. morality.

a) Knowing right from wrong.
 Distinctive aspects of Bahá’í Education,  extract from p.5. in handout.

b) Remaining moral amidst immorality.
  Bahá’í Education (UHJ comp.7.) p.26. (bottom quote in handout), & two letters by Shoghi Effendi, [extracts in handout]

5. Writings. quote by The Báb, (Selections,  p.70.) [in handout]  After reading it and discussing the meaning, have a meditation about it.  Students choose whether to have background music.  Today all take turns to read the quote.  It is recommended that when not reading you have your eyes shut.  After the last person has read it, have 2 minutes silence (or just music) for further thought (there can also be pauses between the readings, how long is up to the next reader.)


 


6. Minor topic. 
The relationship of Bahá’í scripture to the Qur’án.   Kitáb-i-Íqán, pp.31-32.
This is a difficult book; extract for teacher below, which has been simplified for students on a separate page.  [parts left out for students are indented below]

7. Story.  The Light World, chapters 10 to 12.

8. Minor topic. The pursuit of arts, crafts and sciences for humanity’s benefit.
 “It is enjoined on every one of you to engage in some occupation – some art, trade or the like…  occupy yourselves with that which will profit yourselves and others…”                              Bahá’u’lláh.  (Glad Tidings)
    Ask students to list as many arts and sciences as they can.  After a few minutes collect their ideas and make two lists on the board.  Then discuss which are of benefit to mankind.

[Other activities are in lesson 12 of Enlighten book 4.]

9. Set Homework.
Find examples of immorality in the news and bring to next lesson.
Try to develop an art or craft for humanity’s benefit

10. Revision:  Today just revise this lesson.


Bahá’u’lláh explains some verses in the Qur’án


And now, comprehend the meaning of this verse:

“The whole earth shall on the Resurrection Day be but His handful, and in His right hand shall the heavens be folded together. Praise be to Him! and high be He uplifted above the partners they join with him.”    [Qur’án 39:67]

And now, be fair in thy judgement. Were this verse to have the meaning which men suppose it to have, of what profit one may ask, could it be to man?

Moreover, it is evident and manifest that no such hand as could be seen by human eye could accomplish such deeds, or could possibly be ascribed to the exalted Essence of the one true God. Nay, to acknowledge such a thing is naught but sheer blasphemy, an utter perversion of the truth.

And should it be supposed that by this verse are meant the Manifestations of God, Who will be called upon, on the Day of Judgement, to perform such deeds, this too seemeth far from the truth, and is surely of no profit.

On the contrary, by the term “earth” is meant the earth of understanding and knowledge, and by “heavens” the heavens of divine Revelation.

Reflect thou, how, in one hand, He hath, by His mighty grasp, turned the earth of knowledge and understanding, previously unfolded, into a mere handful, and, on the other, spread out a new and highly exalted earth in the hearts of men, thus causing the freshest and loveliest blossoms, and the mightiest and loftiest trees to spring forth from the illumined bosom of man.





[indented first and third paragraphs on this page are not in the student copy; 



teacher to judge whether or not to share them with students.]

In like manner, reflect how the elevated heavens of the Dispensations of the past have, in the right hand of power, been folded together, how the heavens of Divine Revelation have been raised by the command of God, and been adorned by the sun, the moon, and stars of His wondrous commandments. Such are the mysteries of the Word of God, which have been un​veiled and made manifest, that haply thou mayest apprehend the morning light of divine guidance, mayest quench, by the power of reliance and renunciation, the lamp of idle fancy, of vain imaginings, of hesitation, and doubt, and mayest kindle, in the inmost chamber of thine heart, the new-born light of divine knowledge and certitude.


Know verily that the purpose underlying all these symbolic terms and abstruse allusions, which emanate from the Revealers of God's holy Cause, hath been to test and prove the peoples of the world; that thereby the earth of the pure and illuminated hearts may be known from the perishable and barren soil. From time immemorial such hath been the way of God amidst His creatures, and to this testify the records of the sacred books.


And likewise, reflect upon the revealed verse concerning the "Qiblih". When Muhammad, the Sun of Prophethood, had fled from the day-spring of Batha [Mecca] unto Yathrib [Medina], He continued to turn His face, while praying, unto Jerusalem, the holy city, until the time when the Jews began to utter unseemly words against Him – words  which if mentioned would ill befit these pages and would weary the reader. Muhammad strongly resent​ed these words. Whilst, wrapt in meditation and wonder, He was gazing toward heaven. He heard the kindly Voice of Gabriel, saying: "We behold Thee from above, turning Thy face to heaven; but We will have Thee turn to a Qiblih which shall please Thee.” [Qur’án 2:144]… (later) the Voice of Gabriel was heard again: “Turn Thou Thy face towards the sacred Mosque (at Mecca).” [Qur’án 2:149]
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