Handout === year 7 week 6B.

“It hath been laid down in the Bayán that marriage is dependent upon the consent of both parties. Desiring to establish love, unity and harmony amidst Our servants, We have conditioned it, once the couple’s wish is known, upon the permission of their parents, lest enmity and rancour should arise amongst them.”

Bahá’u’lláh, (Kitáb-i-Aqdas K65.)

The Place of the Family in the World Order

The foundation of the Bahá’í family is marriage. The family is the smallest unit of a world community; therefore, marriage is of great importance to world civilisation. Stable, united, spiritualised marriages will produce those qualities within their families and, ultimately, within the world.

It is difficult for Bahá’ís to appreciate fully the reality of Bahá’í marriage when we are part of a society with such different views. In many cultures, weddings are primarily romantic occasions of flowers, music, poetry, expensive gifts and pretty dresses, or they are opportunities for excessive eating and drinking, ribald jokes and wild partying. The marriage is viewed as a convenient associ​ation between two people, which may or may not work out, and which offers divorce as a convenient and rela​tively easy escape.

In contrast, Bahá’í marriage is described in various parts of the Writings as a law, a command, a covenant. The very essence of Bahá’í marriage is the making of a strong covenant between the partners in the sight of God. The marriage ceremony itself is deceptively simple, requiring only that each party recite the verse

“We will all, verily, abide by the Will of God.”

Although brief, the Bahá’í marriage vow - to abide by the Will of God - is vast in its intention, sweeping in its range, and weighty in its responsibility. Several significant concepts are implicit in this vow:

(
The promise to abide by the Will of God establishes the family firmly upon the bedrock of God's immutable purpose for humanity: the marriage partners express their intention to fulfil their part in God's Will and purpose.

(
A corollary of this is that the partners need, both as a preparation for marriage and then as an on-going process throughout their lives together, to become well-informed about the nature of God's purpose for humankind.

(
The intention to abide by the Will of God links the marriage inseparably to the other institutions of the Faith which are charged with the same responsibility: to carry out the Will of God on earth, to fulfil their part in God's purpose for humankind.

Bahá’í Families, pp.8-9.

Homework.  Write a page of A4 on the 4 theoretical aspects of marriage studied in the lesson and how they relate to your family or a family you know (which shall remain anonymous!)    
1. K65 (above), 
2. Expressing love to children, 

3.Growing in Love, 
4.The Bahá’í marriage vow (above).

