Handout year 7 week 3B. 

“Show forbearance and benevolence and love to one another.”


Bahá’u’lláh (Gleanings, V.)


An unfriendly Governor tried to destroy the means of livelihood of the Bahá’ís. He ordered the police to go the next day to 15 shops owned by Bahá’ís, lock them up and take the keys to him. ‘Abdu’l-Bahá said: “Do not open your shops tomorrow, but wait and see what God will send to us.” Next morning the police could not take the keys to the Governor because the shops were not open. That day he lost his position of Governor and was to be taken by the police to Damascus. ‘Abdu’l-Bahá heard about this and went to ask if He could help. The family of the ex-Governor needed taking to Damascus. ‘Abdu’l-Bahá arranged it and refused payment, resulting in a letter: “O ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, I pray you pardon me. I did not understand. I did not know you. I have wrought you great evil. You have rewarded me with great good.”


Thoughts, pp.82-3.

“The path which gives our material lives spiritual happiness is founded on a life of service… ‘Abdu’l-Bahá said that this is the century of altruistic service…”
 “Bahá’u’lláh… in His elevation of art and of work performed in the service of humanity, to acts of worship, can be discerned enormous prospects for a new birth of expression in the civilisation anticipated by His World Order.”


Distinctive Aspects of Bahá’í Education. pp8-9.

These were the junior youth goals for the 12-month plan 2000/1, 
         how many of these are still valid today?

Overall aim:  
Learn more about being a Bahá’í, by praying, going to junior youth classes, 
asking questions and serving others.

Specific goals:  
Pray every day for your parents.  
Pray every day for one of your friends.
Find out about the importance of the Obligatory Prayer.  
Find out about why it is important to give to the Fund.  
Find out about the law of Huqúqu’lláh.  
Attend junior youth classes.  
Participate in training.  
Read some stories from Bahá’í history and choose a hero.  
Offer a period of service, e.g. days, weeks or months.


Homework.

Make a list of the ways in which you can offer service, not only to the Faith, but also to humanity. 


Which of these ways are likely to need some sacrifice to be made?

Whatever the sacrifice you need to make, it will not be as great as that of Vahíd in the following story: 

    …the governor was gathering an army and had managed to recruit a thousand cavalry and infantrymen. When Vahíd and his followers heard that these soldiers were coming to kill them, the Bábís, seventy-two in all, went to the nearby fort of Khájih. It was an old building, and Vahíd organised the Bábís to make the walls as sturdy as possible. 


    When the troops arrived, Vahíd saw that it would be impossible to discuss matters with the governor in order to prevent the fighting, so he decided to use the same tactics that the Bábís had used at Tabarsí. Whenever the Bábís would charge out from the fort in their small bands, the governor's troops would scatter and desert their positions. 


    Later the governor brought in more soldiers and ordered trenches to be dug around the fort so that the army could fire at the Bábís. Then Vahíd sent a small band of fourteen Bábís, who swiftly charged out from the fort on horseback crying, "Alláh-u-Akbar!" — "God is Most Great!" The soldiers were startled by the fierce attack and ran away in fright.


    Finally, when he saw that he could not defeat the Bábís, the governor decided to resort to the same sort of trickery that had been used at Tabarsí. He swore an oath on the Qur'án that none of the Bábís would be harmed if Vahíd would talk with him and show him proofs that the Báb was indeed the Promised Qá'im. Like Quddús, Vahíd knew that the offer was false, but he also knew he could best show the honesty and trustworthiness of the Bábí Cause by acting in good faith. So he emerged and talked with the governor and his men about the Báb.


    They asked questions, and appeared to listen, but all the while they were actually trying to devise a plan to get the other Bábís out of the fort so that they could kill them. The governor decided to send a false message to the followers in the fort telling them that Vahíd had convinced the whole army that the Báb was the Qá’im. Naturally the Bábís were happy to hear such news. They put down their weapons and emerged from the fort, only to be captured by the government troops, brutally tortured, and killed.


    I cannot tell you the horrors that occurred then, but I will tell you that on 29th June 1850, Vahíd was tortured and dragged through the town. Then his head was cut off, skinned, stuffed with straw, and sent as a trophy to the prince in Shiraz. 

Ali’s Dream 67-68
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