Plan for year 7 lesson 2.

aims:    a) to know more about various aspects of  Bahá’í history,
b) to be confident about meaningful daily scripture readings.
objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:
     a) make a useful contribution to any discussion of Bahá’í history,
     b) pronounce correctly some longer words in the Writings.


materials: Lesson 11 of Enlighten book 6, In Home Study Programme p.544, (teacher should also have p.510, p.470 unless recently studied), Bahá’í journal (some issues with UK history in);  handout (quote, story part 1.)


(Sit in a circle for items 1 to 3, thereafter at teacher discretion, i.e. might need to
 sit at a table or facing the board for some items.)

1. Game Did you consult about this last time – if so, do what was decided, otherwise try this [and then consult about games after]:  
                 ‘Shopping basket’ memory test.
First person says “I went shopping and I bought X”
Second person says “I went shopping and I bought X and Y”
etc.  Anyone who forgets what to say, or gets an item wrong, is out.
e.g. X could be “a banana”  &  Y could be “some shoes”


2. News.

3.   Check Homework. Ask each student to say the Báb quote from memory.
            Find out how they got on with the virtue and the proclamation.

4. Letters of the Living. Use Lesson 11 of Enlighten book 6, 
or adapt (see year 7, lesson 1, item 4.)

5.UK Bahá’í history. Use extracts from the Bahá’í journal, e.g.
(July/Aug. 98.) 1st Bahá’í in England, Mrs. Mary Thornburgh-Cropper 1898.
2nd Miss Ethel Rosenberg 1899.  Then Lady Blomfield 1907,
also Thomas Breakwell, Dr. Esslemont & George Townshend.
1912/3 ‘Abdu’l-Bahá visited London, Liverpool, Edinburgh, Oxford, Bristol.
NSA of England 1923. [British Isles 1930, UK 1972.]
Core of national administration during two decades starting in 1941 were Hasan Balyuzi, David Hofman, Dorothy & John Ferraby.
(Sept.98.)  LSAs in London, Manchester & Bournemouth 1922, then in
Bradford & Torquay 1939.
1946 “pioneer” movement began to Scotland, Wales & Ireland, as part of the 6-year plan which raised number of LSAs from 5 to 24.
1954 purchase of 27 Rutland Gate.
(Oct.98.) NSA legal status 1939, charity 1967. 
1978 Bahá’í marriage recognised in Scotland.
1990 British passport office accepted signature of Chairman of LSA as validation of identity of applicant.
1939 BPT established, 1943 George Ronald, 1986 Oneworld Publications.


Plan for year 7 lesson 2 continued.

6.Story. Martha Root rendered great service to the Faith. (the first half of In Home Study Programme pp.192/3 is in the handout, leave the other half for lesson 5, unless you have another story to use then.)  How can we all render service to the Faith within our capabilities?
After having consultation about this, get students to write their individual goals at the end of the handout. 

7.Daily reading.  C heck that they understand the requirement to read, out loud in private, morning and evening.  The fact that this is in private means that there will be no-one to correct any mistakes, so it is important to know how to say words correctly.  
In Home Study Programme p.544 is about tackling longer words and being able to say correctly some short words which are often mis-pronounced. There are 26 words from ‘abhorrent’ to ‘nigh’, and meanings are also given via a matching exercise. (the key to the vowel sounds in phonetic spelling is in p.510, e.g. a straight line over a vowel means it is long, as in ‘tree’, whereas a curve over a vowel [down in the middle] indicates a short sound, as in ‘red’; a very simple introduction to these may be found in p.470.)

8.Handout. Each student to read the words of the Báb in this week’s handout, being  corrected at any mistake. When they can all say this quote correctly, ask them to think about the meaning, for about a minute, in silence. Then ask them to share their thoughts.

9.Set homework.  Use this week’s quote by the Báb for their daily reading during the next few days; remind them that it should be said out loud, in private, morning and evening, and each time it should be followed by a little quiet thought (or meditation) about it.  Also write down how you were of service this week.
      [ If you have time, try this meditation now; 
students shut eyes, you read the whole quote,
 then read it again in about ten phrases, with about 5 second pauses between and 15 seconds at the end before you say “open eyes when ready.”  
When all eyes open, ask what did they “see” or think about? ]

10.Role play on virtue.  Take it in turns to concentrate on detachment, while the others tempt with various material offers.

11.Revision.  If time, students ask each other questions this week, in circle
 [see lesson 3.] 
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