Handout year 7 week 2. 
Read morning and evening:

“Ye have, one and all, been called into being to seek His presence and to attain that exalted and glorious station. Indeed, He will send down from the heaven of His mercy that which will benefit you, and whatever is graciously vouchsafed by Him shall enable you to dispense with all mankind.”







The Báb [Selections, p.165.]
Martha Root should be an inspiration to all Bahá’ís.

We will not have the same opportunities that she did, but we will have some different ones and should be prepared to act on them.

Martha Root and the Queen,   part 1.

Shoghi Effendi called Martha Root, the "Pride of Bahá'í Teachers" and the "Leading Ambassadress of His (Bahá'u'lláh's) Faith." (An Ambassador is a representative of the highest rank sent as an official messenger). What was Martha Root's achievement that

she should earn such high praise from the Guardian of the Bahá'í Faith?

In 1919, at the age of 47, Martha Root answered 'Abdu'l-Bahá's call to American

believers to scatter and spread the Faith of Bahá'u'lláh.

In twenty years of travelling for Bahá'u'lláh Martha Root went four times round the globe. She went four times to China, three times to India, and visited every important city in South America. She gave lectures about the teachings of Bahá'u'lláh in over four-hundred universities and colleges. Wherever she went she wrote articles about the Bahá'í Faith for newspapers and magazines. At that time there were more kings and queens in the world than there are now and Martha met many of them and gave them Bahá’í books. She also had personal meetings with the statesmen of more than fifty countries.

Martha was not young or strong. She was not beautiful or rich. She was not famous in her lifetime. She spoke in a distinguished way, but very clearly and plainly. She lived very simply, travelling third class and dressing plainly. If you had met her, you would have said she looked like a very ordinary person, except for the light in her eyes and the joy in her heart. She was very spiritual and saintly.

In 1926 Martha Root arrived in Bucharest, in Rumania. She heard that the Queen was very sad, so she sent Queen Marie a letter and a book called " Bahá'u'lláh and the New Era". The Queen had never heard of Bahá'u'lláh before but she was so interested that she read the book until 3 o'clock in the morning. Next day she invited Martha to come and visit her.

It was January and the woods were like a winter fairyland, enchanting with light snow and icicles as Martha went to the palace. A butler guided her inside. They went up a wide circular staircase to a drawing room. Then a lady-in-waiting led Martha down wide halls to a beautiful music room. A majestic lady appeared. The lady-in-waiting whispered "Her Majesty" and left the room. The Queen greeted Martha warmly and then said, "I believe these Teachings are the solution for the world's problems today."

They spoke about the Bahá'í principles and what Bahá'u'lláh says about the soul. Martha gave the Queen a book by Bahá'u'lláh called "The Seven Valleys".

"Later the Queen wrote, "To those searching for light, the Bahá'í teachings offer a star which will lead them to deeper understanding, to assurance, peace and good will with all men."

Queen Marie was an English princess, a granddaughter of Queen Victoria of Britain and also of Czar Alexander II of Russia. She became Queen of Rumania by being married to the King of that country.

Write down how you aim to serve the Faith:  (part of the homework is to write underneath which of these you have actually done.)
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