Plan for year 4 lesson 24

aim:

  to discuss how to improve family life

objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:

a) accept the need for regular family consultation 

b) look forward to family activities

c) show love to parents in various ways, including obeying them 
and remembering them in prayers


materials:    Teaching Peace tape    ; handout.


1. Game/News.    Students choose any game from previous lessons.
Try to have all materials ready, if not then offer limited choice.


2. Mark Homework.

3. Virtue.   revise Love.


4. New Topic. family life

(a) FAMILY CONSULTATION


A Source of Guidance and Understanding.
Ask students what consultation they have in their families, how is it conducted and how does it help.  (if none, does family life run smoothly? how could it be improved?)

5. Writings.
               Bahá’u’lláh says:
Take ye counsel together in all matters, inasmuch as consultation is the lamp of guidance which leadeth the way, and is the bestower of understanding.
This is the process that is used at every level of the great human family, be it the single family unit, Local Spiritual Assembly, National Spiritual Assembly or Universal House of Justice; for how could a procedure that is beneficial to one branch not also be beneficial to the whole tree? It is an on-going process. The plant that needs feeding today may not need feeding again next week but its new growth may need staking; if unbalanced it may need pruning. Similarly, our family structures must make provision for on-going consultation, whether formally, by setting aside a particular time each week for family consultation, for example, or informally, as opportunity or the need arises. One difficulty in this latter approach is that the family may only consult once a problem arises, by which stage feelings of disunity and dissatisfaction may be well-established and hard to deal with. This is not to say that any family can avoid problems from arising at all; problems and tests are one of the ways in which we grow and learn. However, some may be anticipated by thoughtful forward planning and others may be completely avoided or used in very positive ways.



6. New Topic. family life

(b) activities for the family.
Ask students what activities their family do all together.
Explain that in an all-Bahá’í family, we try to have the whole family doing something together on a Holy Day.

7. Writings. 
“Whenever possible we should seek leave of absence from our occupations and request the children's approved absence from their schools and, as individuals or communities, we should hold befitting celebrations or commemorations for each Holy Day. These occasions also serve to bind the community together, to give a feeling of unity and a sense of purpose.”

8. New Topic. family life

(c)  being a good daughter/son.
Ask what students do for their parents.  Ask what it means to be a good daughter/son.  Give the handout and read the quote, discuss what it means.

9. Writings.
Read the following quotes also:
'0 Lord! In this Most Great Dispensation Thou dost accept the intercession of children on behalf of their parents. This is one of the special, infinite bestowals of this Dispensation. Therefore, 0 Thou kind Lord, accept the request of this Thy servant at the threshold of Thy singleness and submerge my father in the ocean of Thy grace. '  




'Abdu'l-Bahá
'It is seemly that the servant should, after each prayer, supplicate God to bestow mercy and forgiveness upon his parents. Thereupon God's call will be raised: "Thousand upon thousand of what thou hast asked for thy parents shall be thy recompense!"  Blessed is he who remembereth his parents when communing with God. There is, verily, no God but Him, the Mighty, the Well-Beloved. ' 






The Báb

10. Story.    Find a nice one which illustrates the aspects of family life covered in this lesson, or use story of the heroine Zenobia – as told by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá – which is on a separate page.


11. Music.   “I think you’re wonderful” (Teaching Peace tape).


12.  Handout/activity.
Discuss possible answers to the 3 questions at the bottom of the handout (they don’t write them in now, it’s part of homework!)

13. Set Homework.
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