Plan for year 4 lesson 23

aims:

a) to understand the meaning of “deepening”

b) to study different forms of sacrifice

objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:

a) recite an extract of the writings from memory

b) compare the opportunities for sacrifice today and in Bahá’u’lláh’s time

materials:   2nd page about martyrs;  Ancient Beauty tape  ;  books of Writings for students to select extract (see 6.)   ; handout.


1. Game/News.   Game: yes-no interlude.
Students form pairs, then one of each pair asks the other questions, trying to make them say “yes” or “no”.  Teacher could do the asking once to show how, especially if an odd number of students. Then could all do it together and see who lasts the longest, then swap over.  If they have difficulty formulating questions, teacher might have to do it for each student, in which case a watch with seconds indication needed and anyone who lasts a minute gets a small prize, e.g. a sweet.

One of the tricks is to follow each question with a request for confirming, e.g. “What’s your favourite colour?”  “red”  “you really like red?” (to which the answer should be “I do” or “that’s right” etc.)
e.g. “How many students in the room?”  “seven”  “are you sure?”  “I am”.


2. Mark Homework.

3. Virtue. Love.
       EITHER  use ¼ of what is in The Virtues Guide OR use quotes in the virtue handout, which can then be taken home.

4. New Topic.   Deepening.
Ask students if they know what that means.  Bahá’ís often have what is called a “deepening meeting”, but is really a “study meeting”; i.e. they study some Writings in depth but are not able to recite any part from memory afterwards.  The correct meaning of “deepening” is to study a part of the Writings so thoroughly that one can quote it from memory; this is particularly useful when talking to a contact about the Faith, when an appropriate time occurs, you can then give the Writings in pure form without stopping to refer to a book.

5. Writings.
"Know thou that he is truly learned who hath acknowledged My Revelation, and drunk from the Ocean of My knowledge, and soared in the atmosphere of My love, and cast away all else besides Me, and taken firm hold on that which hath been sent down from the Kingdom of My wondrous utterance."
"Every man of insight hath confessed his powerlessness to scale the heights of Thy knowledge, and every man of learning hath acknowledged his failure to fathom the nature of Thine Essence."

6. Activity.   Students select a small extract from the Writings that they are going to learn; it does not have to be the same one for each student.  They then write that extract on the handout to take home and learn.
7. Story.    part 2 of women martyrs (see separate page).

8. Music.   listen to “Tahirih” (song on Ancient Beauty tape.)

9. Topic. plans to enhance the spirit of sacrifice
Ask each student to write down at least one sacrifice that Bahá’u’lláh made.  After a few minutes they take turns giving you one, you write them on the board.  When used all their ideas, you might add some of your own; e.g. give up good job, loss of all material possessions, poor health, separation from family members, exile, hard journeys in winter, lack of food, crowding in prison cell, poisoning, etc.
Having looked at these examples, do students better understand what sacrifice is?  Students consult on the definition and you write their result on the board.  Compare with dictionary.  Do His sacrifices prove that Bahá’u’lláh was a great Manifestation? (yes)   Could any of you endure such sacrifices? (probably not)  Which sacrifice that Bahá’u’lláh made would be the most difficult for you, and why?  Many were physical hardships, which are not present today for us.  How, then, can we sacrifice for the Cause of God?  (give to the Fund, give time, etc.)

10. Story

"In Service to 'Abdu'l-Bahá"
Haji Amin was appointed by 'Abdu'l-Bahá to receive the contributions from the friends in Persia.

On one occasion a woman made a contribution of a small coin. This represented the meagre proceeds from the sale of a rug which had taken her two months to weave. The woman was so poor that this rug was her only possession. Haji Amin was touched by her sacrifice, but in time it slipped from his mind. Later, when making his yearly report, he was shocked to find that 'Abdu'l-Bahá would not accept it. He was so upset that he retreated to his room to pray for guidance. Never before had he made an error in his reports to 'Abdu'l-Baha. While saying the long obligatory prayer, he discovered a small coin in the lining of his garment. The coin was the very one contributed by the poor woman who had sold her rug in order to make a gift to God. Hurrying back to the Master, Haji Amin's report was then accepted.

'Abdu'l-Bahá kissed the coin and said it was worth more than all the rest because of the sacrifice involved.


11. Discussion:
From this story do we understand better what sacrifice means? Is the amount of what we give the determining factor in our contributions to the Fund? (no) If we can only give a coin, should we not give it because it is so small? (never! the amount is not the important factor, but the sacrifice involved.)

12. Handout/activity.


13. Set Homework.
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