Story.  about women martyrs (part 1. )

     Not so long ago there was a 17 year old girl in Irán called Mona, who was a teacher of one of the classes for children like you.   In 1982 four armed guards came and searched her house, found Bahá’í books and photos, and took Mona and her father to prison.   That night over 40 Bahá’ís were arrested and the women were put in the same cell as Mona; she welcomed and comforted them.   At her trial she was told “Your parents have deceived you.  They have forced you to imitate them and follow the Bahá’í Faith.”  Mona answered “One doesn’t become a Bahá’í by imitation or force, I accepted the Faith after my own investigation.  You have taken our books, you can read them yourselves to confirm this.”   The prosecutor asked Mona to say a prayer.  She started to recite: “O God! Refresh and gladden my spirit.  Purify my heart…”  The prosecutor stopped her and asked “Why didn’t you chant the prayer?  We found tapes of you chanting.  Your crime is obvious: you misled young people by making recordings of chanting in a beautiful voice.”  Mona replied “Is chanting a prayer a crime?”   “Yes. What harm did you find in Islám that made to turn to the Bahá’í Faith?”   “But I do believe in Islám, your honour.  And I also believe that, according to needs of people in different ages, God sends different Messengers to guide us.”   The prosecutor said: “We must obey the Qur’án.  You must either accept Islám or face execution.”  Mona replied “I kiss the order of execution!”
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