Plan for year 4 lesson 22

aims:   to study

a) service

b) sacrifice.

objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:

a) list 3 things that can be done to be of service to humanity

b)state 2 different forms of sacrifice (out of: life, time, money)

materials:      thin candle in holder, matches, song tape if possible  ; 1st page about martyrs;  tape   “Mona with the children”   ; handout.


1. Game/News.    Game: Call the number.
Students sit in a row and chairs are given numbers from one upwards, with one number missed out, e.g. for 5 students the chairs could be numbered 1,2,4,5,6.
Students, starting with the one sitting on chair 1, call out a number of a chair which someone else is sitting on, e.g. 1st student above could call 2,4,5 or 6.
The person sitting on that chair must then call another suitable number, etc.
If anyone calls a number not belonging to a chair that someone else is sitting on (e.g. their own number or the missing number), then they move to the highest numbered chair and others move up; start again with person on chair 1.
All those who moved have a new own chair number to remember not to call.
Count how many correct calls before a mistake.  If they are too good at it, stop and all change chairs and start again.


2. Mark Homework.

3. Virtue. Reverence.

4. New Topic. service to humanity.

a) occupations:  ask students what jobs people do that are of service to us, prompt if necessary, but there are many so it shouldn’t be difficult; in fact can you think of any jobs which are NOT of service to people?
Ask students if they know what job they would like to do when they grow up.

b) spare time activities:  ask students what things can be done for people when anyone has time to spare.  This might be more difficult, so you need to have some examples ready, e.g. entertain elderly people with songs etc.,  visit people in hospital & take grapes etc.,  collect money for charity.  
     If you have some money which you would like to spend on something for yourself, but you give it to charity or spend it towards some service, this is an example of sacrifice.  If you would like to do something at a particular time but decide to give time to a service instead, this is also an example of sacrifice.





5. Writings. “That one indeed is a man who, today, dedicateth himself to the service of the entire human race.  The Great Being saith:  Blessed and happy is he that ariseth to promote the best interests of the peoples and kindreds of the earth.”
                                                 Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh,  p.167.


6. Activity. light a candle in memory of those who gave the ultimate sacrifice – their life.  (use a tall thin candle, and leave it burning until it is obviously smaller, see 10. below.)

7. Story. about women martyrs (from Olya’s Story, see separate page.)
Show the pictures of Mona and her father.
Then discuss: What special purpose did the women’s lives have?   
(one result of their martyrdom was the publication of the book “Olya’s Story” – show it to the students if possible – 
and this was followed by many opportunities to spread the Bahá’í Faith by Olya being invited to give talks etc.)

8. Music.  Listen to “Mona with the children” if tape available.

9. New Topic. spiritual distinction
Ask students what they understand by this.  Then build on their present perception and give them some new ideas.

10. Writings. 
 “The Bahá’ís must be distinguished from others of humanity…  For you I desire spiritual distinction – that is, you must become eminent and distinguished in morals. In the love of God you must become distinguished from all else.  You must become distinguished for loving humanity, for unity and accord, for love and justice.”
                          ‘Abdu’l-Bahá,  Promulgation of Universal Peace,  p.190.

11. Handout/activity. Either now, or earlier, look at the candle.  What has happened to it?
It has sacrificed itself in order to give us light.

12. Set Homework.
Read quote daily.
Colour candles.
Draw example of how you could sacrifice time to be of service.
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