The Universal House of Justice


The   Universal House  of  Justice is  the  supreme ruling body of the Bahá'í Faith.  

First  elected  in 1963, the House of Justice  comprises nine  members who meet regularly in the building on Mount  Carmel  in Haifa.
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In this picture you can see the stairs which lead up to the meeting room of the Universal House  of  Justice.


The duties of the Universal House of Justice  are  to draw up the plans to  ensure  the growth and development of the Faith, setting regular plans with goals so that the Bahá'í communities begin to spread to every region of tile world.  They also look after the Bahá'í property in  Israel  including The Shrine of the Báb and the resting place of Bahá'u'lláh at Bahjí and also work closely with the United Nations bringing  Bahá'í  ideals of world brotherhood  to  the nations who gather together in New York.


The Universal House of Justice ensures that the original writings and teachings of Bahá'u'lláh are protected, but have no right to change any of the laws which Bahá'u'lláh has revealed.   This is to protect the Faith  from people  who wish  to distort  its  teachings  for personal benefit. The House of Justice can, however, create new laws on subjects which Bahá'u'lláh did not specifically mention simply due to the fact that certain situations, which did not exist during His time, may exist in the future.  When in the future the Universal House of Justice makes laws they will have to be obeyed by all as if they were laws written by Bahá'u'lláh Himself.   The Universal House of Justice are, therefore, “infallible” –  that is, their decisions cannot be questioned because then people would be questioning God who has given them the authority and inspiration to make decisions.


The Universal House of Justice is elected every 5 years by the members of all  the world's  National  Spiritual  Assemblies  and  although  its individual members have no power,  as a body the Universal House of Justice has been described by 'Abdu'l-Bahá as the "source of all good and free from error" and by the Guardian as "the last refuge of a tottering civilisation".
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