Plan for year 4 lesson 20

aims:

a) to get a clear understanding of the Universal House of Justice.
b) to understand the importance of education and training.
objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:

a) state who elects the Universal House of Justice and how often
b) explain what the Universal House of Justice does
c) know that education continues all one’s life

d) realise that there are still some people in the world who do not receive basic education.

materials:   UHJ, quiz, & story pages  ; words &/or tape for “Bahá’í School”  ; handout.


1. Game/News.   

 Game.  “Bahá’í ABC”   Keep going round circle clockwise, each person must name something to do with the Faith, starting with the next letter of the alphabet.  Anyone who can’t think of anything in 5 seconds is out.  If a word is not obviously connected with the Faith, it can be challenged, then that person has to explain – if the majority of the rest do not accept the explanation then he/she is out.  Say who is to start & make a note of the words for future reference, if they are different from the suggestions below:
’Abdu’l-Bahá, Bahá’u’lláh, Counsellors, deeds (not words), education (for all), Fund, Guardian, hospitality, investigation (of truth), junior (youth), Kampala (temple), LSA, meditation, NSA, Oneness, prayer, Qiblih, recite, service, teaching, unity, vernal (equinox) [time of Naw-Rúz], Writings, allow them to skip X, unless you think Xerxes is acceptable as king of Persia 485-465 BC or xylophone is acceptable since music encouraged, Yá Bahá’u’l-Abhá, Zoroaster.  


2. Mark Homework.

3. Virtue. revise Justice.

4. New Topic. The ministry of the Universal House of Justice.
              
(see separate page)

5. Writings. “…concerning the House of Justice which God hath ordained as the source of all good and freed from all error… Its members must be manifestations of the fear of God and daysprings of knowledge and understanding, must be steadfast in God’s faith and the well-wishers of all mankind. By this House is meant the Universal House of Justice … in all countries, a secondary House of Justice must be instituted, and these secondary Houses of Justice must elect the members of the Universal one.  Unto this body all things must be referred.  It enacteth all ordinances and regulations that are not to be found in the explicit Holy Text.”




Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá pp.15-16.

6. Activity.   Quiz (7 questions in Classwork page).

Answers: la, 2b, 3a, 4b, 5c, 6c, 7b.

7. Story.   Thomas Edison (“Thoughts” p.175-180, a very long story; an edited version is on a separate page), a boy who invented things.

8. Music.   Bahá’í School (with year 1 if teacher agrees).



9. New Topic. The vital importance of education and training.

 Why do we need education? 
Are there people in the world without education? (yes, many!)
Is this a problem? (yes)   Discuss why.
Do you have an education? (yes)
Is education something you get at a specific time, like when you finish school? (no, it goes on all your life)
Everyone must have a basic formal education.  Not all can go to college, which is called higher education.

10. Writings. "It is the bounden duty of parents to rear their children to be staunch in faith, the reason being that a child who removeth himself from the religion of God will not act in such a way as to win the good pleasure of his parents and his Lord. For every praiseworthy deed is born out of the light of religion, and lack​ing this supreme bestowal the child will not turn away from any evil, nor will he draw nigh unto any good."

11. Handout/activity.


12. Set Homework.
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