Plan for year 4 lesson 17.

aims:

a) study what is meant by the soul & immortality

b) discuss the rôle of the individual in Bahá’í administration

objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:

a) understand the difference between body and soul

b) state where/how a Bahá’í may express any views

materials:    page &/or tape for “the soul is the sun”    ; handout.



1. Game/News.         Game “concentration”.                   



Students slap lap, hands – twice & snap each hand (6 counts).
Repeating this rhythm, the students must say their own name during one pair of “snaps” and then someone else’s name during the next.  That someone else must then do the same & the game continues until someone “misses”, i.e. does not say a name by the time the “slaps” start.
2. Mark Homework.

3. Virtue. Steadfastness.
       EITHER use  ½ of what is in The Virtues Guide OR use quotes in the virtue handout, which can then be taken home.

4. New Topic. The soul and immortality.
First ask what they know about the human soul, and discuss it briefly in your own words.
Then give the handout, get them to read the quote, and consult on the answers. When each answer is decided, they can put a ring round T for True 
or F for False.

5. Writings. Each student to read the following, which is at the bottom of the handout and is for daily reading next week – make sure they pronounce each word correctly.
“Having created the world… He… chose to confer upon man the unique distinction and capacity to know Him and to love Him – a capacity that must needs be regarded as the generating impulse and the primary purpose underlying the whole of creation.”   Bahá’u’lláh.

6. Activity. Getting the best out of the 95 times Allah’u’Abhá
Students do not have to say it 95 times a day until age 15, but it would be a good idea to start with a few, say 9 times;  ask them to shut their eyes and think of some sacrifice they could do (e.g. go without sweets one day and give the money which would be spent on sweets to a charity), while you all say Allah’u’Abhá   together 9 times.  Then ask them what they were thinking about .

7. Story. (It is important that students understand that sacrifice occurs in other religions as well as the Bahá’í Faith; nowadays it is more likely to be of time or money, rather than life.  Try to find a story from Christianity about a life sacrifice, e.g. St.Lawrence.)

8. Music.  sing “The soul is the sun”  (with year 1 if teacher agrees).


9. New Topic. The individual   (in the administration)
A Bahá’í has the right to attend the Nineteen Day Feast, and has the duty to confine expressions of criticism to that meeting (or directly to the Spiritual Assembly), rather than talking about them to other individuals.

10. Writings. ( re:  The individual in the administration)

“There are spe​cific occasions for the airing of one's views in the community. The most frequent of these occasions for any Bahá’í is the Nineteen Day Feast…  Admonishing the people to uphold the unifying purpose of the Cause, Bahá'u'lláh, in the Book of His Covenant, addresses these poignant words to them: "Let not the means of order be made the cause of confusion and the instru​ment of union an occasion for discord".”



                      Universal House of Justice, 1988.

11. Handout/activity.


12. Set Homework.
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