[from the Dawnbreakers, Mullá Husayn tells about meeting the Báb.]       

 “The Youth who met me outside the gate of Shíráz overwhelmed me with expressions of affection and loving-kindness.  He extended to me a warm invitation to visit His home, and there refresh myself after the fatigues of my journey.

     We soon found ourselves standing at the gate of a house of modest appearance.  He knocked at the door, which was soon opened by an Ethiopian servant.  ‘Enter therein in peace, secure,’ were His words as He crossed the threshold and motioned to me to follow Him.

     Immediately we were seated, He ordered an ewer of water to be brought, and bade me wash away from my hands and feet the stains of travel.  I pleaded permission to retire from His presence and perform my ablutions in an adjoining room.  He refused to grant my request, and proceeded to pour the water over my hands.  He then gave me to drink of a refreshing beverage, after which He asked for the samovar, and Himself prepared the tea which He offered me.

     At the third hour after sunset, my Host ordered the dinner to be served.  That same Ethiopian servant appeared and spread before us the choicest food.  That holy repast refreshed alike my body and soul.  In the presence of my Host, at that hour, I felt as though I were feeding upon the fruits of Paradise.

     Had my youthful Host no other claim to greatness, this were sufficient – that He received me with that quality of hospitality and loving-kindness which I was convinced no other human being could possibly reveal.”
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