Plan for year 4 lesson 16

aims:

a) discuss different forms of hospitality

b) learn how to talk about the Bahá’í Faith

c) find out why Esperanto was invented
objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:

a) explain why we need an international auxiliary language

b) write and say a few words of Esperanto.

c) offer hospitality to a friend

d) talk to a friend about the Message of Bahá’u’lláh

materials:     story page;  “We are Bahá’ís” tape  & song sheet ; handout.


1. Game/News.   Students choose any game from previous 7 lessons.


2. Mark Homework.

3. Virtue. revise Thankfulness.

4. New Topic. entertaining.
     Ask students how often their family entertains people; include any visitors to their house who are offered refreshment, whether it be dinner or just a cup of tea and a biscuit; whether the whole family are involved or just one person, e.g. the student having a friend round to play.  How was the last visitor(s) received?  What refreshments were served?  What did you talk about?
     In this Day we have a responsibility to deliver the Message of Bahá’u’lláh to everyone we meet, if at all possible.  When you entertain people at home is likely to be a good opportunity to do this.  Children are included in this obligation.

5. Writings.  [extract of this in handout for daily reading.]
“It is no use for some able and eloquent teacher to take all the responsibility for the spread of the Cause.  For such a thing is not only contrary to the spirit of the Teachings, but to the explicit text of the writings of Bahá’u’lláh and ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, both of whom place the obligation… on every faithful and loyal follower of the Cause.”
                                        Shoghi Effendi, Bahá’í World vol.5, p.126.

6. Activity. For some people it is not easy to find an opportunity to talk about the Bahá’í Faith at home.  But if you are out somewhere, how can you get the opportunity?  One way is to wear a T-shirt or badge with a Bahá’í slogan on it, e.g. ‘One Planet, One People – Please. Bahá’í Faith.’  Suppose you meet someone in a lift, who looks at your slogan and asks “What is the Bahá’í Faith?”  How will you answer?  
You might only have time for one sentence before the lift arrives at your floor and you have to get out.  What would that sentence be?  Students suggest things that could be in it, which you write on the board (if they are lacking inspiration, you suggest something and write on the board if they agree).  When you have a few ideas, co-operate in trying to build them all into one sentence.  
7. Story. [from the Dawnbreakers, Mullá Husayn tells about meeting the Báb.] 
(students could take turns to read a paragraph – see separate page.)

8. discussion about story.
  this was over 150 years ago, in a hot dusty country, and travel was mainly on foot;  if someone made a journey by train today, and you met them at the nearest railway station in your car, how would the details be different?
and, if you were trying to impress your guest with your hospitality, which details would remain the same?

9. Music. sing “We are Bahá’ís” as on the cassette of the same name, but before listening to the tape, ask students to each say the words (without giving them any guidance about pronunciation):
       We are Bahá’ís. Nous sommes Bahá’ís.
After they have tried, and probably got it wrong, explain to them that the second sentence is in French and the S at the end of each word is not sounded.
Get them to repeat the French sentence, first all together, then separately, after you.  Then they are ready to try singing along with the tape.

10. New Topic. auxiliary language.
      Esperanto is a special language because it was invented to be the easiest and fairest way for all people to speak to foreigners.  People all over the world speak in thousands of different languages.  Most children learn some other language at school, but this is normally difficult because of irregular verbs and exceptions to rules.  (e.g. in English we often add  ‘–ed’ to a verb to make the past tense, ‘I’ll walk home today’, ‘I walked home yesterday’; but a foreigner trying to learn English is puzzled when we laugh at his ‘I drinked coke yesterday’ because he has only followed the rule “add  ‘–ed’ ” to drink… what should he have said?)   Esperanto does not have any exceptions to rules, nor irregular verbs, and each letter of the alphabet has the same sound in any word.  This means that we can learn to read it very quickly.  But in English there are a lot of combinations of letters which produce new sounds, so we need new letters for these in Esperanto.  Say the sound of the letter S in ‘sun’ and then the sound of the letter H in ‘hat’;  now say the sounds one after the other without a pause between – does it sound the same as the letters SH in ‘push’? (NO) ; so we need a new letter for SH and that is [image: image1.jpg]


, so ‘push’ in Esperanto is written [image: image2.jpg]


.  Similarly CH is written [image: image3.jpg]


, so chum looks like [image: image4.jpg]


.  G sometimes needs a ‘hat’ on, because it sounds different in ‘get’ and ‘ginger’ so ‘ginger’ in Esperanto would be written [image: image5.jpg]


.

11. Writings. “We commanded the Trustees of the House of Justice, either to choose one of the existing tongues, or to originate a new one, and in like manner to adopt a common script, teaching these to children in all the schools of the world, that the world may become even as one land and one home.”
                                           Bahá’u’lláh,  Tablet of Ishráqát.
12. Handout/activity.


13. Set Homework.
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