Plan for year 4 lesson 15

aims:

a) to investigate some implications of education

b) to learn what makes someone a Bahá’í

objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:

a) state that education 
is needed to reveal one’s talents

b) explain how to help a young child to learn social skills

c) list 4 things that go towards making a person a Bahá’í.

materials:  The Virtues Guide ; tin of jewels; ‘loving hands’ tape; 

plastic cups, compost & seeds  ; handout.


1. Game/News.    Game: “hangman” using words from previous lessons,
e.g. Bahaullah, family, consultation, moderation, Messenger, committee,
Spiritual Assembly, AbdulBaha, Shoghi Effendi, devotional.


2. Mark Homework.

3. Virtue. Thankfulness.
       EITHER use ¼ of what is in The Virtues Guide OR use quotes in the virtue handout, which can then be taken home.

4. New Topic. Teaching social skills to the young.
Why is compulsory education one of the basic principles of the Bahá’í Faith?
What is education?  Does it take place only sitting at a desk in the classroom, or is it something more?  In some countries parents have to pay for their children to go to school;  what if parents can’t afford it?  (LSA must help)
In this country, basic education is provided free, but some things are often not learnt at school;  how would you help a young child to learn social skills?
e.g.  Show the child how to greet someone – what to say (hello, good morning, Alláh’u’Abhá; which should be used when?) – what to do (eye contact, shake hands, etc.),  e.g. what to say when given something  (link to virtue) and, having been visiting, what to say before going home (link to virtue) .

5. Writings.           [in handout for daily reading]
  “Regard man as a mine rich in gems of inestimable value.  Education can, alone, cause it to reveal its treasures, and enable mankind to benefit.”
                              Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, p.260.

6. Activity. Demonstrate meaning with tin of jewels:  
Remove lid & let students  look inside.  
They should be impressed by the gems in there!   
Now close the lid.  “WE know the gems are in there, but without education someone else can’t see them or benefit from them or even know that they are there.  This tin is like a person without education.”  
Take the lid off.  “Education causes the treasures to be revealed.”  Tip the jewels out on the table.  They should be even more impressed!

7. Story. About 150 years ago a little black boy called George was born to a slave girl.  He loved plants and could make anything grow.  George was taken away from his parents and not sent to school.  Because there was no one to help him, he decided to help himself.  He first learned to do housework.  
By the age of 10 he could do it as well as any woman.  George worked hard to earn money, so that he could pay to go to school.  He wanted education so he could help people.  
When he finished at college, he knew a lot about plants, so farmers asked his advice about better crops.  Then George became a teacher, and helped black students with their education.  He studied plants because he wanted to understand what God created.  He always prayed while working.  One day George asked God how he could know everything about what God made.  He said that God told him to start by studying the peanut.  After a while he discovered 400 uses for the peanut!  George lived to be an old man.  All his life he was working, learning, and helping people.

8. Music.   “Bahá’í School” on “Loving Hands” tape.

9. New Topic. What makes someone a Bahá’í?
Ask students whether they know anything to answer this;  if so, elaborate on their ideas, using information below as appropriate; if not,  just share the following:[in either case, go on to what ‘Abdu’l-Bahá said:]
A Bahá’í says only revealed prayers. (one volunteer to say one now.)
A Bahá’í tries to go to 9 Holy Day meetings each year, and not work on those days. (when is the next one?  or when was the last one, if just past it)
A Bahá’í is allowed at a 19-day Feast.  (what do we do there?)
A Bahá’í reads from the Writings morning & evening. (one volunteer to read a short sentence now.)
A Bahá’í accepts Bahá’u’lláh as God’s latest Messenger.  (Who told people of His coming?)
A Bahá’í obeys the laws of Bahá’u’lláh.  (Bahá’u’lláh said: “O brother, we should open our eyes, meditate upon His Word, and seek the sheltering shadow of the Manifestations of God.”)

10. Writings.  ‘Abdu’l-Bahá said: “To be a Bahá’í simply means to love all the world; to love humanity and try to serve it; to work for universal peace and universal brotherhood.”   On another occasion he defined a Bahá’í as “one endowed with all the perfections of man in activity.”

       Follow the words of Bahá’u’lláh [at end of 9. above], by meditating on the first of these quotes of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá. [in handout]     
All students to sit in a comfortable position, arms either folded or in lap, eyes shut, while teacher reads the quote again, possibly plays some quiet music to aid concentration, then reads the quote again before saying that they can open their eyes and offer to share any thoughts they have had about the quote.  (if they have none,  teacher has some ready!)

11. Handout.   Give it out and help students read all, but not write anything now.

12. Activity. students could put some compost in a plastic cup and plant a few seeds in it;  then take it home, provide enough light and water, and report on progress next time &/or later.  (or even, if a good result, eventually bring in to show others!)

13. Set Homework. Daily reading.
Fill in missing words.
Try to help a young child (write down what happened.)
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