Plan for year 4 lesson 12

aims:

       a) to reinforce the idea of the family as the first unity
       b) to learn to be wise when exercising child duties and rights.

objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:

       a) state 2 things which help family unity

       b) explain how to show respect for parents

       c) state a child’s right & duty regarding Prayers & Writings.


materials: dictionary ;       “Real Questions”  from library  ; quote puzzles  ;
 handout for each student.


1. Game/News.     Game: quotation puzzles.
Have some envelopes, each containing a quotation cut into several pieces.  Student work in pairs or trios to put pieces in correct order.  Examples ready for cutting up are on page 1 of a separate file, page 2 has the quotes for checking correct order.  The quotes were used in lessons 1 to 7 this year; the boxes for each quote, and the check list, have a number from 1 to 7.


2. Mark Homework.

3. Virtue.  revise Assertiveness.

4. New Topic. The family as the basis of society - the first unity

   “If love and agreement are manifest in a single family, that family will advance, become illumined and spiritual… This is likewise true of a city.  If those who dwell within it manifest a spirit of accord and fellowship it will progress steadily and human conditions become brighter…  Finally, this is true of humanity itself… When love is realised and the ideal spiritual bonds unite the hearts of men, the whole human race will be uplifted…  All mankind will dwell as one family, blend as the waves of one sea, shine as stars of one firmament and appear as fruits of the same tree.”  (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Bahá’í World Faith pp.229-230.)       [in handout, with a question.]

   “If there be righteousness in the heart, there will be beauty in the character.  If there is beauty in the character, there will be harmony in the home.  If there is harmony in the home, there will be order in the nation.  When there is order in each nation, there will be peace in the world.”   (very old Chinese proverb.)

    Compare the above 2 quotations.  What is the main message in both?

     Revise family leisure activities, which should help family unity. (if you can borrow “Real Questions”  from a library, p.30 has some suggestions.)





5. Activity.  Consider the marriage laws of Bahá’u’lláh; how do they relate to family unity?
   Look in a dictionary for the meanings of the words: respect, consideration, and consultation;  why are these important in establishing family unity?
   What other aspects do you think should be considered for a happy family life?


6. Story. ‘stories of the Greatest Holy Leaf ’ p.9. 

The Red Robe


Navváb unwrapped a small bundle which she had brought with her from Persia. Inside were some pieces of fine red cloth which she had been saving for something special. She said she wanted to make a cloak for Bahá'u'lláh to wear when He returned from the mountains.


For six months Bahíyyih helped her mother sew the small pieces of cloth, with fine little stitches.


Then came the day they had all been waiting for. After living for two years in the wilderness, Bahá'u'lláh returned to His home in Baghdad. He was dressed in rough clothes, and at first His family barely recognised Him. Young 'Abdu’l-Bahá held onto His hand and wept as Bahá'u'lláh lovingly greeted them. 


Then Navváb and Bahíyyih gave Him the gift of the fine, red robe which they had made with such love while He had been away They were so happy that Bahá'u'lláh was with them again.

Discuss the story.


7. Music.
Sing “He’s got the whole world in His hands…”
This could be jointly with year 1 if their teacher agrees.
(other verses, replace “the whole world” with “you & me”, “mummy & daddy”, “the little biddy baby”, etc.)

8. New Topic. How to exercise child duties and rights wisely
  Read each quote to students and discuss briefly, emphasising “obedience” in the first and then “right” & “duty” regarding Writings in the last two.

     In the family, according to Bahá’í teachings, certain rights of father, mother and child must be maintained if true consultation is to take place.  The father occupies a rank in the family hierarchy which calls for obedience in all affairs to do with the security, progress and unity of the family. 
            (Hayát-i-Bahá’í, p.48.)  



     The mother retains the ‘unique privilege’ of deciding the conditions necessary in her home for the ‘material and spiritual welfare and advancement’ of her child. 


(Shoghi Effendi, 16 Nov.’39, quoted in Bahá’í Education p.71.) 

      The child has the right to hear ‘the Odes of the Blessed Beauty’ at bedtime ‘from their earliest years’, (Bahá’í Education p.42.)  and, when old enough, to be taught ‘the words which have been sent down by God.’  Then the child has the duty to ‘recite them in the sweetest of tones.’  (Bahá’í Education p.7.)

     What other rights and duties does a child have?
See what the students think and write their ideas on the board.
Then discuss how these should be exercised, e.g. carry out a duty happily, not with a grumble;  if a right is not being provided, ask about it tactfully, not demand it!


9. Writings.   (for daily reading)
 “Ye must shine forth like the lightning, and raise up a clamouring like unto the sea.  Like a candle ye must shed your light, and even as the soft breezes of God must ye blow across the world… and even as the splendours shed by the true Sun, must ye illumine the hearts of humankind…  Now is the time to serve, now is the time to be on fire.  Know ye the value of this chance, this favourable juncture that is limitless grace, ‘ere it slip from your hands.”
                    Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, paragraph 210.3

10. Handout/activity.


11. Set Homework.
Read one quote daily.
Find 3 words for unity in the other quote.
Write what you consider the most important things leading to family unity.

year 4 lesson 12  === Page 3 of 3

