Plan for year 4 lesson 11

aims: to learn more about:

a) Bahá’í history

b) the next world.


objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:

a) say the names of the latest Messenger of God, His son, & His son’s wife.

b) explain how we know about God

c) state something about the Abhá Kingdom (i.e. one of the last 3 in the handout).

materials:    map showing Isfahán & Akká; The Virtues Guide; game cards;

  photos page   ; handout.


1. Game/News.    Game: Matching Pairs.
Have some cards prepared with each pair forming a valid statement.
Give each student one first half and scatter the rest on the table.
They have to find the matching card and bring both to you; if the pair is correct they score one point and choose any card from the table to match next, otherwise they put back the wrong card and try again.
[a page with 9 pairs on from the previous lesson, and spaces for you to type in 5 more from other lessons, is available;  some second cards might reasonably match more than one first card – if so, you could award a point and have both cards put back on the table to complete the game.]


2. Mark Homework.

3. Virtue. Assertiveness.
       EITHER use ¼ of what is in The Virtues Guide OR use quotes in the virtue handout, which can then be taken home.

4. New Topic. ‘Abdu’l-Bahá. 
Make sure the students know who ‘Abdu’l-Bahá was.
Then tell them about His wife:

    Munirih Khanum lived in Isfahán, where news came about Bahá’u’lláh and the other prisoners in Akká.  Bahá’u’lláh had a dream about a beautiful young girl whose face was luminous and whose heart was enlightened.  An aunt of Munirih heard this story and felt that this girl was Munirih.  Bahá’u’lláh sent instructions to her relatives for them to travel to the Holy Land with her.  Many friends tried to stop them, saying that no Bahá’ís were allowed to enter the city of Akká.  They overcame many difficulties, arrived at Akká, and Munirih was permitted to visit Bahá’u’lláh, who said: “We have brought you into the Prison at such a time when the door of meeting is closed to all the believers.  This is for no other reason than to prove to everyone the Power and the Might of God.”   For 5 months she lived in Bahá’u’lláh’s brother’s house and visited Bahá’u’lláh.  It was agreed that she would marry ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, but the wedding was delayed until suitable accommodation could be found.  By this time Bahá’u’lláh was living in the house of ‘Abbúd and when ‘Abbúd heard about this he made an extra room available for ‘Abdu’l-Bahá and Munirih Khanum.  

For the wedding she wore a white robe made by the Greatest Holy Leaf and Bahá’u’lláh said: “You are welcome! O thou My blessed leaf and maid-servant.  We have chosen thee and accepted thee to be the companion of the Greatest Branch and to serve Him.”   

Ask students some questions about the above, e.g. the following to help them remember things needed for homework questions:
Who was Munirih Khanum?        (‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s wife)
Where did they live when they were first married?     (in the house of ‘Abbúd)
Who was ‘Abdu’l-Bahá?            (Bahá’u’lláh’s son)
Who was Bahá’u’lláh?            (the latest Messenger of God)


5. Writings.  Hidden Word #48 from the Arabic: [in handout for daily reading]
“O SON OF MAN! For everything there is a sign. The sign of love is 
fortitude under My decree and patience under My trials.”

6. Activity. 
  e.g.    find Isfahán & Akká on a map.
&/or  look at relevant photos of the Holy Land,  if you don’t have any suitable ones, there are examples on a separate page:
       a) outside Akká prison,     b) inside Akká prison,
       c) house of  ‘Abbúd,         d) monument of  Munirih Khanum

7. Story. 
While ‘Abdu’l-Bahá was in America He stayed in San Francisco with Bahá’ís, who had arranged for Him to meet the Mayor and other important people.  When it was time to go to the meeting His hostess went to tell Him the car was coming, but He just smiled and said: “Very soon! Very soon!”  The car arrived and the driver was tooting the horn.  The hostess went to ‘Abdu’l-Bahá again and said that it was time to go. Again He just smiled and said: “Very soon! Very soon!”  The hostess felt cross, they would not get to the meeting on time.  Then there was a ring at the door.  ‘Abdu’l-Bahá went to the door.  There was dusty, dirty man on the door-step.  No-one had seen him before.  But ‘Abdu’l-Bahá greeted him like a long lost friend.  The man had read about ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in a newspaper.  Since he had no money for a bus, he had walked 15 miles to see Him.  If ‘Abdu’l-Bahá had left on time they would have missed each other.  ‘Abdu’l-Bahá felt that the man was coming.  He made sure that he had tea and sandwiches, then said: “Now I must go, but when you have finished, wait in My room and we will have a great talk when I return.”
    [there is a wordsearch on In Home Study Programme, p.256 with 16 clues to words in the story.]
Was ‘Abdu’l-Bahá assertive in this story?   (link to virtue)
In what manner was He assertive?  (e.g. rude, kind, angry, polite)
Why was He assertive?

8. Music.
sing “The Soul is the Sun” (see separate sheet).

9. New Topic. The human soul.    (in addition to what is below, the teacher might like to read some of “The Light World”, which is a story about the next world written for children.)

     “Know thou of a truth that the soul, after its separation from the body, will continue to progress until it attaineth the presence of God…  If any man be told that which hath been ordained for such a soul in the worlds of God… his whole being will instantly blaze out in his great longing to attain that most exalted, that sanctified and resplendent station…  The Prophets and Messengers of God have been sent down for the sole purpose of guiding mankind to the straight Path of Truth.  The purpose underlying their revelation hath been to educate all men, that they may, at the hour of death, ascend, in the utmost purity and sanctity and with absolute detachment, to the throne of the Most High…  The world beyond is as different from this world as this world is different from that of the child while still in the womb of its mother.”
Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings LXXXI.

     “Undoubtedly the holy souls who find a pure eye and are favoured with insight will, in the kingdom of lights, be acquainted with all mysteries, and will seek the bounty of witnessing the reality of every great soul.  They will even manifestly behold the Beauty of God in that world.  Likewise will they find all the friends of God, both those of former and recent times, present in the heavenly assemblage….   the Kingdom of God is sanctified (or free) from time and place;  it is another world and another universe.”
Tablets of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, vol.I, p.204.

10. Writings. 
 “The source of all learning is the knowledge of God, exalted be His Glory, and this cannot be attained save through the knowledge of His Divine Manifestation.”
 “We have decreed, O people, that the highest and last end of all learning be the recognition of Him Who is the Object of all knowledge…”








Bahá’u’lláh.

11. Handout/activity.
Before giving out the handout, ask students all the questions on it and make sure they know the answers, i.e. tell them any answer they don’t know & get them to repeat it, then go through all the questions again.

12. Set Homework.
Learn the Hidden Word and say it morning and evening.
Fill in the missing words

year 4 lesson 11 ===   Page 3 of 3

