Plan for year 4 lesson 10

aim:

   to learn about various aspects of Bahá’í Administration

objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:

a) state several things about National Spiritual Assemblies
b) list several agencies & committees of the UK NSA

c) explain the difference between Councils and Committees

d) state what is meant by “divine continuity” in the World Order of Bahá’u’lláh
e) state responsibilities of members of a Spiritual Assembly.
materials:   a recent Journal with current Council details;  Councils and Committees page;
blank sheet of paper for each student; handout for each student.


1. Game/News.    Game: Observation.
Have some cards with names on, e.g. Figures of the Faith etc.   Spread them out on a table.  Students look at them for a minute.   Then collect them up, secretly remove one, spread them out again and see who can say which is missing.


2. Mark Homework.
Check they have a list of books at home, if not then ask for it next time.
The other list might not have been possible yet, check again next time.

3. Virtue.  revise Purposefulness.

4. New Topic. The National Spiritual Assembly and its agencies.
(a) National Spiritual Assembly

Thumbs up, thumbs down, quiz:  (teacher reads each statement, students put thumbs up if they think it is true, thumbs down if false; this should be used before studying the topic today, to see how much is known already, then afterwards, to see how much has been learnt.)

1. A National Spiritual Assembly is elected every two years.  (false)
2. A National Spiritual Assembly is elected directly by and from all the Bahá’ís in that country.  (false)
3. No nominations or discussion of names is permitted before election. (true)
4. Voting is done by secret ballot, so no-one knows how others vote. (true)
5. The ten people with the most votes are elected.  (false)
6. The Assembly keeps order and unity and obedience to the Laws of God amongst the believers.  (true)
7. Consultation is not a necessary part of a functioning Assembly.  (false)
8. After the NSA has fully consulted on a matter, a vote is taken and all members must accept the decision, even if not unanimous.  (true)
9. Consultation means that one person has a good idea and all other members must accept it. (false)
10. All Bahá’ís must trust and obey their Assemblies.  (true)

Study of this topic needs to be flexible, making sure that items most students got wrong in the quiz are well covered, items only wrong by a minority are discussed – some students helping others, and items all got right are given a minimal treatment – e.g. just take turns to elaborate and justify the answer.  Thus a detailed treatment of the items in the quiz is not given here, but an example quote about NSAs is given on a separate page. (together with quotes about Committees and Councils, next item.)


5. New Topic. The National Spiritual Assembly and its agencies.
 (b) Committees and Councils

    Discuss the effect of Regional Bahá’í Councils in UK.  How are they different to committees set up by the NSA?   [“Regional Bahá’í Councils”, a booklet published in 1997 by NSA US, may help; on a separate page are quotes about agencies (normally called committees) and the relatively new Councils.  See a recent Journal for latest details, first memberships and activities are in the Feb.’99 one on p.5.]


6. Writings.
(each student to read this, then teacher to make sure it is understood; it is the reading for morning & evening this week.)
 “It is our ardent prayer at the Sacred Threshold, that the establishment of Regional Bahá’í Councils will greatly enhance the ability of the Administrative Order to deal with the complex situations with which it is confronted in a number of countries at the present time, and thus carry forward, with increased vigour, the propagation of the Cause of God.”






UHJ, 30 May 1997.


7. Activity.  Draw a symbol of the administrative order, i.e. like one of the monuments on Mt.Carmel, with 3 steps 
(labelled individuals, communities, LSAs, from bottom up), 
several pillars (3 will do, each labelled NSA),
 and a domed top (labelled UHJ).

8. Story.   Thoughts p.116, about getting guidance to enable the horse to pull the carriage.     [see separate page.]      
(We won’t have a ‘lady from Philadelphia’, but we can go to our LSA for guidance.)


9. Music. sing 
Round about the world. (see separate sheet for lesson 8.)
Join with year 1 if their teacher agrees.


10. New Topic. The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh.
Principles and institutions for this were given by Bahá’u’lláh and then explained and developed by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, who appointed Shoghi Effendi to continue establishing the administration,  which will grow until it embraces all the people of the world and results in the Kingdom of God on earth.  We now have a divine continuity, in the form of the Universal House of Justice, for the unity and guidance of the believers.  
     When one is a member of a Spiritual Assembly, one has certain responsibilities:  a) to attend meetings, b) to participate in consultation, c) to accept decisions, d) not to talk about proceedings unless an item is specifically agreed  for general talk by the Spiritual Assembly, otherwise the Friends must wait for the official report at the 19-day Feast.

11. Writings.  “Well is it with him who fixeth his gaze upon the Order of Bahá’u’lláh and rendereth thanks unto his Lord!”   
The Báb;  Persian Bayán, chapter 3.

12. Handout/activity.


13. Set Homework.
Read quote morning and evening.
State some facts about National Spiritual Assemblies
Make a list of  some agencies/committees of the NSA, UK.
Write down the difference between Councils and Committees
(some of the above 3 could be done in the lesson, if time.)

 year 4 lesson 10 ===   Page 3 of 3

