National Spiritual Assembly

“It is, I firmly believe, of the utmost urgent importance that, with unity of purpose and action firmly established in our midst, and with every trace of animosity and mistrust of the past banished from our hearts, we should form one united front, and combat, wisely and tactfully, every force that might darken the spirit of the Movement, cause division in its ranks, and narrow it by dogmatic and sectarian belief.  It is primarily upon the elected members of the National Spiritual Assemblies throughout the Bahá’í world that this highly important duty devolves.”    Shoghi Effendi, quoted in UHJ letter 19-5-94.
Committees and Councils

In 1997 the National Operating Structure was (in UK Journal July’97):
                                   National Spiritual Assembly
    ‘Main’ Departments/Agencies.         Committees & Offices.
External affairs(BIO)                        Councils
Publishing trust                                 Training institutes
Journal                                               Community Schools Service
Guardian’s grave                               Children’s activities team
Pastoral advisory                               Residential schools team
Properties                                          Travel teacher service
Legal affairs                                      Youth services
Health agency                                    Year of service
Esperantists                                        International goals
Venues, Logistics & Arrangements   Thomas Breakwell college
ESE, ABW & BASED                       Service to the blind



”He feels that the Local Assemblies should be encouraged to realise that National Committees are constituted to serve their needs, not to dictate arbitrarily to them, and to unify the work of the Cause which is now spreading so rapidly…  Assemblies, however, should certainly co-operate with National Committees and not refuse their assistance.”
Shoghi Effendi, 5th Nov.’48.

   In 1997 the UHJ decided that, in some countries, Regional Bahá’í Councils would be established, providing a new “level of autonomous decision making on both teaching and administrative matters, as distinct from merely executive action, below the National Assembly and above the Local Assemblies.”
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