Plan for year 4 lesson 9

aims: a) get a better understanding of local administration

b) improve devotional preparation, especially Writings by Bahá’u’lláh.


objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:

a) state at least two important things about a Spiritual Assembly

b) explain what sort of things can be delegated to a committee

c) prepare a devotional 

d) make a list of some books by Bahá’u’lláh.


materials:  agenda for a pretend LSA meeting (see 6.); The Virtues Guide;
a selection of books for preparing a devotional, including if possible  Kitáb-i-Aqdas,    story page; Kitáb-i-Íqán,  The Seven Valleys, Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh ;
 handout & song sheet for each student.


1. Game/News. Game:  “What’s on my back?”
Pin a name on the back of each student without letting them see it. (use Figures of the Faith etc.) They try to find out who it is by asking each other questions, to which the answer must be yes or no.

2. Mark Homework.   If all students now present were here last time, deal with the homework now, otherwise it might be better to start with the virtue.

3. Virtue. Purposefulness.
       EITHER use ¼ of what is in The Virtues Guide OR use quotes in the virtue handout, which can then be taken home. [also story in item 7.] 

4. New Topic. Local Spiritual Assembly & Committees. [a separate page is available for teacher’s reference if necessary.]
     Ask if students know what a Spiritual Assembly is (they might know LSA).
If not, you tell them.  (elected body which makes decisions for Bahá’ís, locally or nationally…..  add more if you like, but note questions coming below!)
     Ask if they know how many people make a Spiritual Assembly. If not, first give a clue – one of those numbers special for Bahá’ís – if still not, tell them.
     When does election of LSA take place? (1st day of Ridvan, 21st April).
     Who is allowed to vote?  (Bahá’ís in district over 21).
     What is special about Bahá’í elections?  (there are other answers you might get, but at this level you should home in on “spiritual significance” – see quote below)
      Ask if students know whether there is a LSA for their district and, if so, whether they know any of the members &/or what it does  &/or when/where it meets, etc. (doesn’t matter if not, but this could make it more interesting for students…if they don’t know anything, you could give some of these details  about your LSA or one you know about).
     Likewise, ask if any local committees set up by LSA.  This time, if not, you should give an example, e.g. a Library Committee.  The e.g. will help you explain the difference between a LSA & a committee.   LSA makes major decisions, e.g. how much money can be spent on books.  Committee deals with minor details, like how long a book can be borrowed for, how to keep a note of who borrowed it, etc.


5. Writings. “The believers should have confidence in the directions and orders of their assembly, even though they may not be convinced of their justice or right.”
              Shoghi Effendi (28th Oct.’35.)
Each student to read this. Make sure it is understood.  [This is in the handout.]

6. Activity.  Pretend that the class + teacher are LSA members at a LSA meeting (if less than five, pretend others are present to make up to 5.) 
 Someone says a suitable prayer to start the meeting.  
Teacher will act as secretary and has prepared an agenda.  
Another person is deemed chairman and must be given guidelines.  
First item on the agenda is the next Holy Day meeting.  
Secretary reminds meeting that it has been decided to set up a committee for this.   LSA must decide which details it will deal with itself and which details may be left to the committee.  
Teacher will write 2 lists on the board as consultation progresses, to help a satisfactory decision. (students might need reminding of the purpose of the meeting &/or the committee,  link to virtue.)

7. Story.   -  see separate page.[The King’s Purpose, re virtue.]
 

8. Music. 
sing “God’s love” (see separate sheet, as for year 1 lesson 9).
Could join with year 1 for this, if their teacher agrees.

9. New Topic. Preparing devotionals. 
     Suggest that students take it in turns to read the following quotes, then discuss after all have been read.

(Shoghi Effendi) “thinks it advisable that the believers should make use of hymns composed by Bahá’ís themselves, and also of such hymns, poems and chants as are based on the Holy Words.” (7th April’35.)   [can these be used in devotionals? only if unaltered quotes from Holy Words are used.]

   “During the devotional part of the 19-day Feast any part of the writings of the Báb, Bahá’u’lláh and the Master can be read, also from the Bible and Qur’án, as these are all sacred scriptures.”  (18th Oct.’48.)

   “The Guardian has instructed that during the spiritual part of the Feast, his own writings should not be read.”  (27th April’56.)

   However, “the Persian writings of Shoghi Effendi are unique in nature, and many of them… are interspersed with supplications, prayers and homilies of a devotional character which are suitable for the spiritual part of Bahá’í Feasts.”   (UHJ, 15th Oct.’72.)


10. Writings.  Give out the handout, which contains the following:
Be aware of the wide variety of Writings by Bahá’u’lláh which can be used, e.g. “The world’s equilibrium hath been upset through the vibrating influence of this most great, this new World Order.  Mankind’s ordered life hath been revolutionised through the agency of this unique, this wondrous system – the like of which mortal eyes have never witnessed.”  (Kitáb-i-Aqdas para. 181.)
     “they that tread the path of faith, they that thirst for the wine of certitude, must cleanse themselves of all that is earthly – their ears from idle talk, their minds from vain imaginings, their hearts from worldly affections, their eyes from that which perisheth.  They should put their trust in God, and, holding fast to Him, follow in His way.”  (Kitáb-i-Íqán p.3.)   
     “O My Brother!  A pure heart is as a mirror; cleanse it with the burnish of love and severance from all save God, that the true sun may shine within it and the eternal morning dawn.”  (The Seven Valleys;  Unity, paragraph 9.)  
   “God testifieth that there is none other God but Him and that He Who hath come from the heaven of divine revelation is the Hidden Secret, the Impenetrable Mystery, Whose advent hath been foretold in the Book of God and hath been heralded by His Prophets and Messengers.”  (Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, section 17.)
     Students take turns to read quotes.  Then ask whether they know the books from which they came (have them available to look at, if possible.)  Do they know which books by Bahá’u’lláh they have at home?  If not, find out by next time.  Do they know which books were used for the last devotional they attended?  If not, make a note of the titles next time and bring to the following class.

11. Activity.  Prepare a devotional using books provided.  Each student to choose own theme for this, could be a Bahá’í month or Holy Day or something else.

12. Set Homework.
Read quote morning and evening this week.
Make lists of books as asked in 10. above.
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