Plan for year 4 lesson 7, based on 3E4. [ = lesson 4 of the Enlighten book 3.].

aim:
to learn more about Bahá’u’lláh.

objectives: 
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to: 
a) talk about the station of Bahá’u’lláh, 
b) describe what it was like in the síyáh-chál, 
c) be more comfortable talking about bereavement and divorce, 
d) state briefly our obligation about writing a will. 


materials.  ‘Guidance for Today & Tomorrow’ if possible (since extract in handout is small), 3E4,  handout; page of 16 questions if required.

1.      Game 
(Sit in a circle for items 1 to 4.) I
Remember that if there were two clear favourite games last time, & you did one then & left the other for today, then that will be it today; otherwise give them a choice of  the 5 again; would they like to do silly mime, fox & rabbit, fruit salad, name & mime, or zip-zap-boing?
2.      New virtue: Modesty. 

           EITHER use up to half of what is in the Virtues Guide OR use quotes in the virtue handout, which can then be taken home.

3.      Mark Homework  [things Muhammad said about other religions], and find out how students got on with their offers of devotional help.
4.      Revision: When was Bahá’u’lláh born?     [12th November 1817.]
Who came to prepare the way for Him?

[the Báb.]
How many powerful sovereigns ruled Islamic countries at the time of the Báb?  [ 7.]
Did any of these believe in the Báb?

[ no ]
What were the desires of these sovereigns fixed upon?



[“leaving behind them traces of their names.”]
How did the Báb say that they could have “fulfilled the purpose for which they have been created.”?

[“appointing an official charged with the task of acquainting them in their own realms with the Manifestation of God”]
How can we attain to the Bahá’í life in all its fullness?


[ Have conscious and direct relations with Bahá’u’lláh.]
Does intellectual assent to a creed make a man a Bahá’í?
[ no ]
Does outward rectitude of conduct make a man a Bahá’í?
[ no ]
Does whole-hearted and complete devotion to God make a man a Bahá’í?
[ yes ]
  5.      Introduce main topic: Bahá’u’lláh. Guidance for Today & Tomorrow pp.11-18  (relate to other religions)
[A brief reminder of this part of the lesson is in the handout.] 

6.      Read story of Bahá’u’lláh in the síyáh-chál. (3E4) 

7.      Wills:    Bahá’u’lláh said we must write a will. (Bahá’u’lláh and the New Era p.138, in handout.)
When should we do it?  As soon as we own property? Or when we have a lot of savings? Or on starting a job? Or when we reach 18 or 21?
What should we put in it? (note 136 of Kitáb-i-Aqdas, etc.) 




8.     Story:  part 2 of  ‘9 Holy Days’ p.23. [ in handout ]

9. Read Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh LXXIX (extract as in handout) and then have a simple meditation relating to dying. 



10. Read UHJ compilation 29, #42 (as in handout) and emphasise that good preparation for marriage should reduce the requirement for this.

11.  Art activity. (3E4) 

12. Song. (3E4) 


14. Give homework.  This could be the 16 questions in 3E4 about the story.  (available in file 4#07 hw2.doc ) 


15. Revision.
Get students to ask each other questions, 
either individually in a circle or as 2 teams.
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