Handout year 4 week 6. 

Mercy.

IT is better to guide one soul than to possess all that is on earth, for as long as that guided soul is under the shadow of the Tree of Divine Unity, he and the one who hath guided him will both be recipients of God's tender mercy, whereas possession of earthly things will cease at the time of death. The path to guidance is one of love and compassion, not of force and coercion. This hath been God's method in the past, and shall continue to be in the future! He causeth him whom He pleaseth to enter the shadow of His Mercy. Verily, He is the Supreme Protector, the All-Generous.
The Báb (Inspiring The Heart, #13.)

Story.(part 1.)

In the beginning of time God made a promise. He said that He would never leave us alone but would always help and guide us. God kept this promise and from time to time sent His Messengers to the world. Moses came and Krishna; Jesus, Buddha and Muhammad. These Holy Messengers of God also gave a promise

That one day two Great Ones would come to make the whole world a wonderful place to live in.

About a hundred and fifty years ago in every country people were waiting for these two Promised Ones. Many people had dreams about the wondrous Day that was soon to come. The trouble was that most of them did not understand how it would happen. They should have known because God always sends His Messengers in the same way: like everyone else, They are born into the world as little babies.

However, although the Messengers of God are born into the world just like you and me, They are very, very special because They shine with the Light of God. And when we love and obey Them it is the same as loving and obeying God.

Some people know when a Messenger of God is born even with​out hearing about it, although most of us do not know until we are told. There were some holy men in Persia who knew when the Promised Ones were born.

The Names of the Promised Ones were the Báb and Bahá'u'lláh; this story is about Bahá'u'lláh.

In the land of Persia was a rich king who lived in a fine palace. Many important people worked for the king, and they, too, were rich and lived in grand houses. One of these important people was a good man who, although he had a lot of money, was generous to the poor people and there was much happiness among the people who lived in his villages and worked on his farms.
Early one morning, on 12th November 1817, a baby boy was born to this good man and his wife.

At that very moment, in another part of Persia, a man called Hájí Hasan was praying. The sun was just beginning to climb into the sky when he bowed down to the ground saying over and over again: "God is Most Great! God is Most Great! God is Most Great!" Then he turned and said to a young man who was watching him that at that very hour the Light of the promised One was shining upon the world. Bahá'u'lláh had been born!

Nine Holy Days, p.23.

11. O SON OF DUST!

Blind thine eyes, that thou mayest behold My beauty; stop thine ears, that thou mayest hearken unto the sweet melody of My voice; empty thyself of all learning, that thou mayest partake of My knowledge; and sanctify thyself from riches, that thou mayest obtain a lasting share from the ocean of My eternal wealth. Blind thine eyes, that is, to all save My beauty; stop thine ears to all save My word; empty thyself of all learning save the knowledge of Me; that with a clear vision, a pure heart and an attentive ear thou mayest enter the court of My holiness. 

Bahá’u’lláh (PHW #11.)

GRACIOUS God! Within the domains of Islám there are at present seven powerful sovereigns ruling the world. None of them hath been informed of His [the Báb's] Manifestation, and if informed, none hath believed in Him. Who knoweth, they may leave this world below full of desire, and without having realized that the thing for which they were waiting had come to pass. This is what happened to the monarchs that held fast unto the Gospel. They awaited the coming of the Prophet of God [Muhammad], and when He did appear, they failed to recognize Him. Behold how great are the sums which these sovereigns expend without even the slightest thought of appointing an official charged with the task of acquainting them in their own realms with the Manifestation of God! They would thereby have fulfilled the purpose for which they have been created. All their desires have been and are still fixed upon leaving behind them traces of their names.

The Báb (Selections, p.118.)
Homework.


1. Offer to help with the devotional for a meeting. [you could use some of the above.]


2. Write in your own words some of the things Muhammad said about other religions.
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