Plan for year 4 lesson 6.

aims:

a) study Islam

b) study devotions.


objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:

a) explain the difference between what Muhammad said & Islám today

b) help organise a devotional for a meeting

c) have a better devotional attitude
d) know more about sacred scripture and its uses.

Materials. World Scripture – a Comparative anthology (public library); also In Home Study Programme p.230etc., lesson 7 of Enlighten book 5 [uses PHW #11, in handout], God and His Messengers, & the Promised Day is Come, if you need more about Muhammad;  handout ( 4 quotes);   music for meditation;  song page;  Temple page.

1. Game/News. Today you give them a choice of game; would they like to do silly mime, fox & rabbit, fruit salad, name & mime, or zip-zap-boing? If there are two clear favourites, do one today and the other next time.(tell them that.)
After the game, news as before.


2. Mark Homework (Hinduism) and ask how they got on with 95 Alláh’u’Abhá.

3. Virtue. revise Mercy.   Use quote by The Báb in handout 
               (Inspiring The Heart, #13.) 

4. New Topic. Muhammad and Islám.
 see Rise and development of Islám  below.
Other materials: = In Home Study Programme p.230etc., lesson 7 of Enlighten book 5 [uses PHW #11, in handout],   God and His Messengers p.41, the Promised Day is Come p.87. [read all you can find in advance & choose.]

5. Activity.  Continue writing poetry.

6. Music.  “The 3 wives of Abraham” (Muhammad is mentioned)
Words are on separate page.

7. Meditation.  Use Inspiring The Heart, #13 today. Put on the music. When students have shut eyes, read it a phrase at a time (about 16 phrases) with pauses of about 5 seconds between. Then say that they can open eyes when ready.  When all eyes open, turn off music & ask what they “saw” or thought about.

8. New Topic.     Devotions
a) Helping at local events:- Feasts, Unit Conventions = Nine Holy Days p.23 (Story of the birth of Bahá’u’lláh, 12 Nov. – part 1 is in handout, part 2 next time);   Discuss how students can help at a local event, maybe they could volunteer to organise the devotional for a 19-day Feast, a Holy Day meeting, or a Unit Convention (for the latter, contact the secretary of the LSA responsible for it this year).

b) Developing a devotional attitude 
            (see Devotion to God  below…more for later.)

c) Our attitude to sacred scripture and its uses, in private devotion, public worship, study, etc. = World Scripture – a Comparative anthology, pp.544-5.

9. Writings. Quote by The Báb (Selections, p.118.) is in handout.

10. Set Homework.  Offer to help with the devotional for a meeting.  Write in your own words some of the things Muhammad said about other religions.


11. Revision.    If plenty of time, use separate page on the Lotus Flower to revise Temples.  Then get the students to ask each other questions.  As a variation, they might like to make 2 teams, who take it in turns to ask; then teams gather points.
Rise and development of Islám.

In Islám the spirit of tolerance was originally very marked. Jews, Christians and the adherents of Zoroaster were not counted as heathen. When a Muslim married a Christian woman, he was not allowed to stop her going to her church. When she died, she had to be given a Christian burial. If the Christians wanted to build a church, by Muhammad's instructions the Muslims had to help them with it. He unequivocally impressed on the Arabs the truth of the Messengers of God who had preceded him, and re​garded himself as a link in the chain of successive Manifes​tations. The Qur'án's words (ii,130) are: 'Say ye: "We believe in God, and that which hath been sent down to us, and that which hath been sent down to Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac and Jacob and the tribes: and that which hath been given to Moses and to Jesus, and that which was given to the prophets from their Lord. No difference do we make be​tween any of them: and to God are we resigned (Muslims)" '.  The truth of the Jewish and Christian scriptures is also explicitly confirmed (iii,1): 'God! there is no god but He, the Liv​ing, the Merciful! In truth hath He sent down to thee "the Book," which confirmeth those which precede it: For He had sent down the Law, and the Evangel aforetime, as man’s guidance; and now hath He sent down the “Illumination” [= the Qur’án]…     But over the centuries the situation changed…   Their generous tolerance of spirit fell by the wayside, along with their science and education standards…  The limits on Holy War have often been exceeded…  Islám was no more capable than Christianity of creating a lasting basis for tolerance, love, unity and peace.

Devotion to God.

In order to attain to the Bahá’í life in all its fullness, conscious and direct relations with Bahá’u’lláh are as necessary as is sunshine for the unfolding of the lily or the rose. The Bahá’í worships not the human personality of Bahá’u’lláh, but the Glory of God manifest through that personality. He reverences Christ and Muhammad and all God's former Messengers to mankind, but he recognises Bahá’u’lláh as the bearer of God's Message for the new age in which we live, as the Great World-Teacher who has come to carry on and consummate the work of his predecessors.    Intellectual assent to a creed does not make a man a Bahá’í, nor does outward rectitude of conduct. Bahá’u’lláh requires of His followers whole-hearted and complete devotion. God alone has the right to make such a demand, but Bahá’u’lláh speaks as the Manifestation of God, and the Revealer of His Will. Previous Manifestations have been equally clear on this point. Christ said: "If any man will come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it, and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it."
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