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The Lotus Flower

In December 1986, the latest Bahá’í House of Worship was inaugurated. Situated near New Delhi, India. it has the form of a large lotus floating on the water. When the architect, Fariburz Sahba, was asked why he chose the lotus as the symbol for the Temple design. he said "The lotus flower is rooted in slime and vet it speaks of a world of purity and remains untainted in the midst of filth"

India was the birth place of two major world religions, Hinduism and Buddhism and is also the home of the Parsees the remaining followers of another major religion of the past, Zoroastrianism. In the mythology and traditions of all three of these religions it is a symbol of beauty, purity and spirituality.

Hinduism. In Hindu mythology, Brahma, the creator, is described as having sprung from the lotus that grew out of Vishnu's navel, when the god lay absorbed in meditation. Therefore one of the expressions used to describe Brahma is "Lotus-born". In the Hindu scriptures the human heart is compared with the lotus. (Atharva-Veda). The lotus is also regarded as a symbol of creation and has been described as the tree of good life and fortune.

Buddhism. In Buddhist temples all over Asia you will find idols of Buddha always seated on the lotus flower. Sometimes in statues Buddha is shown holding a lotus in his hand. The open lotus is to suggest awakening. This idea came about because the lotus is closely connected with the sun. The flower opens when the sun rises and closes at sunset. So opening and awakening is linked with the corning of the light. The most sacred prayer of the Buddhists of Tibet extols a sanctified jewel in the Lotus flower.

"0 jewel in the Lotus”.

Zoroastrianism. A carving has been found of the Zoroastrian Saviour-hero, Mithra, standing on a lotus flower. The lotus can also be found as a floral pattern in Persian carpets of traditional design

The architect of the House of Worship even found the lotus shape used as decoration in Moslem mosques.

When asked about his research and travels in India, Fariburz Sabha said, in an interview for the Bahá’í News, India. (No.37, page 11):

"This journey provided me with a fresh insight into the boundless horizons of Indian culture and I came to realise that I should consider with respect and humility more than ever this culture. I also realised what a very difficult task I was faced with for I had to design a House of Worship which would on one hand reveal the simplicity, clarity and freshness of The Bahá’í revelation in distinction to the beliefs and man-made concept of the many divided sects and on the other which would show respect for the basic beliefs of all the religions of the past and act as a constant reminder to the followers of each faith that all the religions of God are one. Differing beliefs and opposing views had to be reconciled in the design of our temple."

