Hinduism.

Various estimates of the date Hinduism began have been given, but it is generally agreed that it is the oldest recorded religion, going back several thousands of years, and that the first Scriptures written were the Vedas.  One reference says the earliest Veda was written 3,500 years ago, while another states that people living near the river Indus, in India, were called Hindus 5,000 years ago.  The Rig Veda mentions an advanced civilization 8,500 years ago, but were they called Hindus then?  There are three other Vedas.

Most modern Hindus believe in one all-powerful God, originally called Brahma the creator God, but they still retain the names of Images of God, and use physical representations of these to focus their prayers to God.  Bahá’ís relate these to the various attributes of God.  At least one sect of Hinduism has a special ceremony during which a Guru infuses a statue with the divine presence of God, thereafter they do not talk of statues, but of sacred deities. 

The aspect of God which is very kind and merciful is symbolised in Hinduism by Vishnu, whereas God’s principle of destroying the old to make way for the new is represented by Shiva. (the latter may be compared to the Bahá’í idea of rolling up the old world order in preparation for the World Order of Bahá’u’lláh.)

Hindus have had several manifestations of God over the years, but the most well known one was Krishna, who wrote the Gita to teach mankind how to live a simple life dedicated to the service of fellow-men.

At first, like some other religions, the people were dependent on holy men to lead their meditation.  Then the Upanishads were revealed, which enable Hindus to meditate without priests.

Hindus are vegetarians, and the cow is a sacred animal, not to be hurt in any way.  In fact, in India today there are cows wandering in the cities and obstructing the traffic, if you live there you just have to get used to it and be careful!
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