Plan for year 4 lesson 4.

aims:

a) study moral issues

objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:

a) use one method to distinguish between right from wrong
b) state one reason for being good

c) explain how correct actions sometimes depends on circumstances

materials: “Real Questions”  & “the Ethics of Aristotle.” (from library?), “the Advent of Divine Justice”; story page;  music for meditation & a watch with seconds hand or figures;  handout ( 5 quotes, facts about the Báb &  blank form to fill in).

1. Game/News.
Fox and rabbit.  An object  (ball, balloon, soft toy) is passed round the circle from hand to hand.  Explain this is the rabbit.  A second object is introduced in the same way.  This is the fox.  The fox is trying to catch the rabbit, the rabbit is trying to get away.  Each child who has the rabbit must pass it on as fast as possible, but the same for the fox.  The game ends when the rabbit is caught.
If no progress is being made, shout “change direction” and they both have to go the other way round the circle.

2. Check Homework.  Hear any other talks which are ready. Find out what art form each student is developing. Give help if needed.

3. Virtue. revise Trust.
 “Place, in all circumstances, thy whole trust in Thy Lord, and fix thy gaze upon Him, and turn away from all them that repudiate His truth.”








4. New Topic. morality. 
[look up references in advance and write in what you intend to do for each.]   
It is up to the teacher when to give sheet 1 of the handout, which contains some of the quotes, some teachers like students to follow the words as each is being read, others prefer to have them concentrate on the meaning (maybe not reading all of a quote at once) and then use the printed sheet for revision later.

a) Knowing right from wrong.
 Living The Life, p.10-11.) [in handout], 
“Real Questions”  pp.7-13  has material very suitable for this age group, if you can get it from public library.

b) Why is it good to be good? 
 Gleanings, p 204, C   &   Kitáb-i-Aqdas, K2,  [ in handout].
If you have “the Advent of Divine Justice”,  p.18 indicates that you need to be good for teaching success!

c) Absolute and relative morality.    This is a difficult concept, but it is in the National Curriculum, so the teacher might like to read about it and give a simplified presentation to students, e.g. “the Ethics of Aristotle”  p.71, which you might get from library.


5. Writings. use 3 quotes in handout, (Trustworthiness, UHJ comp.21, #20,23.)

6. Activity.  Give talk (those who didn’t last time)
Start to fill in the details on blank form, [sheet 3 of handout, separate web page]
using facts about the Báb provided. [sheet 2 of handout, separate web page]
 (complete for homework)

7. Meditation.  Use (Kitáb-i-Aqdas, K29) in handout, already discussed in 4 b) above, so go straight into meditation, or visual imagery.  Explain that we are going to use this quote for our meditation, read it again. Start music, wait for students to settle down in a comfortable position with eyes shut.  Say: “imagine you look out of your window very early one morning” pause “the sky is dark, you can see the moon and stars” pause  “by the light of the moon you see two dark figures” pause  “one is forcing open a window of the house opposite” pause “the other is walking down the road, drinking a bottle of beer” pause  “now the sky lightens, the sun starts to rise” pause “the sun gets so bright that you can hardly bear to look at it” pause “in the far distance a figure rises up and blocks most of the sun” pause “he is holding a pen and writing a book” pause “the book rises in the air and comes towards you” pause “it pauses by the man with the bottle of beer” pause “he looks at it and throws away the beer” pause “it pauses by the window, where a woman is coming out of the house opposite with a sack full of things” pause “she looks at the book, then puts the sack inside the window and runs away” pause “the book comes up close to your window” pause “you can see its title – the Kitáb-i-Aqdas.”  Now read the quote again. Then say (louder voice) “When you are ready, open your eyes.”  As usual, wait until all eyes open before turning off music.  Then ask for their comments; if none, or if their comments don’t bring out these points, ask:
Who was the figure blocking the sun?
Why did we imagine Him where the sun was coming up?
What is in the Kitáb-i-Aqdas?
Why did the man throw away his beer?
What made the woman return the stolen goods?

8. Story.  .[see story page, which also has questions about it, use these only if considered appropriate for your students.]

9. Music.  Sing “God’s love”  , a quote by the Báb set to the tune “Eidelweis”.
Words and how they fit the tune were given for year 1 lesson 9.

10. Revision.  Students ask each other questions, as in lesson 3 item 11., but today encourage them to ask about not just this lesson but also the 3 previous ones.


11. Set Homework.  Anyone still not given talk, prepare it; others give at 19-day Feast if not already done.   Complete filling in blank form.
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