Handout === year 4 week 3.

The Báb

Born 20th October 1819. Father died when young, so uncle ‘Alí was in charge.
Went to school at 5 years old. His schoolmaster, Shaykh ‘Ábid, took Him back to His uncle, saying: “He, verily, stands in no need of teachers such as I.” 
The Báb joined His uncle in business when He was 15, and moved to Búshir. After a few years He became manager there, until in 1841 He went on pilgrimage and stayed for a while in Karbilá, visiting Siyyid Kázim. In 1842 He married Khadíjih-Bagum.
Mullá Husayn found Him in Shíráz on 22nd May 1844. During the following year He went on another pilgrimage, and while in Mecca publicly announced “I am that Qá’im whose advent you have been awaiting.” Soon after the Báb returned to Búshir, the governor of Fárs sent horsemen to arrest Him and He went 40 miles to meet them, saying: “Here am I; do with Me as you please.”. The governor had intended the Báb to be brought to Shíráz in chains, but He rode, calm and serene, at the head of the horsemen! For a few months He was allowed to live at home and His native town saw the birth of the Bábí community. In 1846 He went to Isfahán and the governor of Isfahán was won over to His Cause. When this governor was instructed by the Sháh to send the Báb to Tihrán, under public gaze the Báb was escorted out of Isfahán, but the governor arranged for some trusted horsemen to secretly bring the Báb back to his private residence, where the Báb lived calmly for four months until the governor died. The Báb then had nine months in prison, in the castle of Máh-Kú, and three months in Chihríq, before being taken to Tabriz, where he was executed on 9th July 1850.

“Is there any Remover of difficulties save God? Say: Praised be God! He is God! All are His servants, and all abide by His bidding!”

The Báb.


God’s gift to us.
God’s greatest gift to man is that of intellect, or understanding…
All creation, preceding man, is bound by the stern laws of nature…

Man alone has freedom… By the power of his intellect he… travels under water in submarines and… flies through the air…
God gave this power… for the advancement of civilisation…
But man prefers to use this gift to destroy…
I hope that you will use your understanding to promote the unity and tranquillity of mankind… to produce love in all around you, and to bring about the universal peace.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá,  Paris Talks 41-3.

 “Of all the arts and sciences, set the children to studying those which will result in advantage to man…”

UHJ compilation 7, page 7.

Homework.  Finish preparing talk, if not yet given in class,
or give the talk at a 19-day Feast, if already given in class.
Try an art form which should be suitable for enhancing community life and bring your first efforts to the next lesson.
