History of the Bab - Youth

The Báb, whose name was Siyyid ’Ali-Muhammad, was born in the city of Shiraz on October 20th, 1819. Shiraz is a city of Persia, a country the majority of whose inhabitants belong to a sect of Islam. This sect awaits the coming of a Messenger of God called the Qa'im, a word which signifies "He Who will Arise".

The Báb belonged to a family of renowned nobility, descendants of Muhammad, the Prophet of Islam. While still a child, He lost His father, a man known throughout the province of Fars for his piety and virtue. He was brought up by his maternal uncle, who placed Him in a school to study. The Báb, who had innate knowledge and was not in need of human learning, submitted to the desire and instructions of His uncle. He attended a school, but the school's teacher felt unworthy of teaching such an extraordinary child. The following anecdote was related by this same teacher:

One day I asked the Báb to recite the opening words of the Qu'rán. He hesitated, plead​ing that unless He was told what these words signified, He would in no wise attempt to pro​nounce them. I pretended not to know their meaning. "I know what these words signify, " ob​served my pupil, "by your leave, I will explain." He spoke with such knowledge and fluency that I was struck with amazement. He expounded the meaning of "Allah," of "Rahman," and "Rahim," in terms such as I had neither read nor heard. The sweetness of His utterance still lingers in my memory. I felt impelled to take Him back to His uncle and deliver into His hands the Trust he had committed to my care. I determined to tell him how unworthy I felt to teach so remarkable a child. I found His uncle alone in his office. "I have brought Him back to you," I said, "and commit Him to your vigilant protection. He is not to be treated as a mere child, for in Him I can already discern evidences of that mysterious power which the Revelation of the Lord of the Age alone can reveal. It is incumbent upon you to surround Him with your most loving care. Keep Him in your house, for He, verily, stands in no need of teach​ers such as I."

Haji Mirza Siyyid 'Ali sternly rebuked the Báb. "Have You forgotten my instructions?" he said. "Have I not already admonished You to follow the example of Your fellow-pupils, to observe silence, and to listen attentively to every word spoken by Your teacher?" Having ob​tained His promise to abide faithfully by His instructions, he bade the Báb return to His school. The soul of that child could not, however, be restrained by the stern admonitions of His uncle. No discipline could repress the flow of His intuitive knowledge. Day after day He continued to manifest such remarkable evidences of superhuman wisdom as I am powerless to recount. 

Finally, the Báb left school and became an associate of His uncle in his business. There, too, He showed forth signs of a power and grandeur which few could fathom. Some years later, He married, and the child that was born from this marriage received the name of Ahmad. Ahmad died in the year 1843, one year prior to the declaration of the Báb.

The years which the Báb dedicated to commerce were passed mostly in Bushihr, a city south of Shiraz.
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