Plan for year 4 lesson 2

aims:
a) to become more confident in conversation with any people, by understanding their concerns and beliefs.


b) to learn more about the history of our Faith.

objectives: after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, student should be able to: 
a) know how to introduce the Faith into a conversation tactfully,


b) understand some views of humanists & communists,

c) be aware of some Bahá’í solutions to poverty & racism,


d) explain the significance of Siyyid Kazim to our Faith

materials:   answer sheet for quiz; story page; 
tape of quiet orchestral music for meditation; watch with seconds indication;
 handout (4 quotes and 7 homework questions)

1. Game & News.  
Take turns round the circle to jump up, shout your name, and make a body shape, or little mime.  After each person's go everyone copies, all together,  shouting the person's name and copying the shape or mime.

2. Mark homework. Check answers to 3 questions in handout and give out sheet with answers to quiz.
3. Revision  of virtue: “The essence of detachment is for man to turn his face toward the courts of the Lord…”      

After revising virtue, use this quote for meditation. Explain that music will play, you will read the quote again, then you will give them some things to imagine, they are not to open eyes until you say.  Put music on, ask them to shut eyes, read quote, pause (each pause 10 seconds), say quietly: “you see some people” pause “they are not happy” pause “they have all got things they’re holding on to” pause “a bright light is coming towards them” pause “one puts down what she is holding and raises her arms towards the light” pause “now they’re all doing it” pause “they are happy now” pause (louder voice) “when you are ready, open your eyes” When all eyes open, music off and ask for their reactions.


4. Non-Bahá’í functions.  We normally try to talk about the Faith when an opportunity occurs, but note:
 “Utterance must needs posses penetrating power…  it needeth moderation…” 
                           and:
 “If ye be aware of a certain truth… share it with them in a language of utmost kindliness and good-will…”

5. Role play. Students take it in turns to be a Bahá’í coming into a room where all the others are not Bahá’í.  The others talk about some other subject and the one who has entered tries to introduce the Faith tactfully. (Give help as needed.)


6. Siyyid Kazim. Revise Shaykh Ahmad and read some of the story about Siyyid Kazim on a separate page  – what was important about Siyyid Kazim? There are some questions in the handout which could be used in class or as part of homework.


7. Humanism & Communism. Explain briefly these 2 beliefs, using any reference.


8. Role play. Repeat as above, but now 2 students pretend to be a humanist & a communist. (or maybe teacher will be one of these – more help needed!)

9. Poverty. “The inordinate disparity between rich and poor, a source of acute suffering, keeps the world in a state of instability, virtually on the brink of war… The solution calls for the combined application of spiritual, moral and practical approaches…”   UHJ [Promise of World Peace  p.13.]     Explain meaning, as needed, and discuss what things in the solution.

10. Song:  IF   [ =  after a word means it lasts for 2 notes of tune.]

If I could be you,  and you could be me,

If we could swap and change around,  how easy it would be,

To see the way that others live, to dispel prejudice.

If I were= rich,  and you were= poor,

If I gave you a little more, how nice your life could be,

If we could swap and change around,  how easy it would be,

Now  I  am  a  girl,    and  you  are a boy,                               )SUNG 

The two of us should never be=,  each= other's toy,               )BY

If we could swap and change around,  how easy it would be, )GIRLS

To see then in each other=, the true equality.                          )ONLY

If I was= black,  and you were= white,                                        )SUNG

If we spoke the same language then we wouldn't need to fight,  )BY

We wouldn't have to change around,  how easy it would be,      )BOYS

And I would then listen to you,  and you would hark to me.     )ONLY

But I  am not  you,  and you  can't be  me,

We all will have to live our lives=,  individually.

We all have ears to listen=,  and two eyes for to see,

We have to learn to use them all,  for our world unity.


11. Racism. “Racism retards the unfoldment of the boundless potentialities of its victims… Recognition of the oneness of mankind… must be universally upheld if this problem is to be overcome.”  UHJ [Promise of World Peace  p.13.]
    Explain and discuss.

12. Role play. Repeat as above, but now the “others” are discussing poverty or racism when the Bahá’í enters.

13. Set homework. There are 7 questions to be answered. The quotations could be used for morning and evening reading during the next week; one of them could be memorised. If time, do revision of this lesson, either student questions or yours [see lesson 3 item 11. for student method].
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