detachment

… we must be happy and pass our time in praises, appreciating all things. But there is something else: detachment. We can appreciate without attaching ourselves to the things of this world. It sometimes happens that if a man loses his fortune he is so disheartened that he dies or becomes insane. While enjoying the things of this world we must remember that one day we shall have to do without them.

(Abdu’l-Bahá, Divine Philosophy, p. 134 )

Detachment does not consist in setting fire to one's house, or becoming bankrupt or throwing one's fortune out of the window, or even giving away all of one's possessions. Detachment consists in refraining from letting our possessions possess us.

(Abdu’l-Bahá, Divine Philosophy, p. 135 )

 Just as the plough furrows the earth deeply, purifying it of weeds and thistles, so suffering and tribulation free man from the petty affairs of this worldly life until he arrives at a state of complete detachment. His attitude in this world will be that of divine happiness.

(Abdu’l-Bahá, Paris Talks, p. 178 )

 Arise in the name of Him Who is the Object of all knowledge, and, with absolute detachment from the learning of men, lift up your voices and proclaim His Cause.

(Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 84 )

 Blessed is he that observeth the fast wholly for Thy sake and with absolute detachment from all things except Thee.

(Bahá’u’lláh, Prayers and Meditations by Bahá’u’lláh, p. 10 )

 O SON OF PASSION! 

 Cleanse thyself from the defilement of riches and in perfect peace advance into the realm of poverty; that from the well-spring of detachment thou mayest quaff the wine of immortal life.

(Bahá’u’lláh, The Persian Hidden Words, #55.)
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