Plan for year 4 lesson 1

aims:
a)to learn more about Houses of Worship & the United Nations.
b) to use prayer to become more detached. 
objectives: after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, student should be able to: 
 a) name some of the places where a Bahá’í House of Worship is built, 
b) list some characteristics of these Houses of Worship, 
c) state briefly the aims of the United Nations and how Bahá’ís are involved, 
d) explain the significance of Shaykh Ahmad to our Faith,
e) have a  more detached way of life.

materials:   pictures of Houses of Worship; 'The Revelation of Bahá’u’lláh, part 3' or 
lesson 17 of Enlighten book 5 etc.(see 6. ); In Home Study Programme, pp.248,141,419 (for teacher to look at in advance and extract some)  ; handout for each student.




(Sit in a circle for items 1 to 3.)
1.      Game Zip,zap,boing.  If this is new to your students, start with zip only; point to the student on your left with your left hand and say “zip”, he/she then does the same, and so on, until it comes back to you. See if they can do it faster. Then try zap only; the same but to right & say “zap”. (remember which is which because zAp is Anticlockwise.)  Next combine these, each person is allowed to choose to do zip or zap.  When they are happy with that, introduce boing; now they have 3 choices when it is their turn – zip, zap, or point with both hands at anyone in the circle not adjacent to them and say “boing” (when, of course, it is the turn of the person being pointed at; you can add a rule that there must not be 2 boings in a row if you like.)
 
2.      News. 
3.      New virtue: Detachment. 
For the odd-numbered lessons of this year, a selection of quotes from the Ocean Library is provided in a Virtues Handout (name of virtue being in the filename).  Sometimes, as for this lesson, there may be more quotes than appropriate for your students, in which case you can either edit out some or divide the file into two parts and use one part for revision in the next lesson.  If you have a copy of the Virtues Guide book, and the virtue is in it, as for this lesson, then you have even more material to chose from.
4.    Presentation. Show slides or pictures of Houses of Worship. Find out what students know of them already, fill in a few gaps in their knowledge. (on separate page are black-and-white pictures, numbered for a quiz, which could be done in class or for homework.) 
5.   Comparison. Individually, or in groups if enough students, make brief notes about how they are the same and how they differ. Then collate ideas. 

6.   Discussion. How is a House of Worship to be used?  5E17 has pages from 'The Revelation of Bahá’u’lláh, part 3' (pp 343-348) which provide answers. In Home Study Programme, p.138 lists the 7 existing in 1987, (other In Home Study Programme pages are available for revision in lessons 3 and 6 ).

7. Prayers.  In Home Study Programme, p.248 is aimed at older students, so would need to be simplified; it is about the positive power of prayer and thought. You may prefer to relate prayers to the House of Worship. 

8. song:   “Teaching Peace”.[on cassette of same name, first verse and chorus is on a separate page, try to get the cassette for the rest.]

9.  United Nations. In Home Study Programme, p.141 is also aimed at older students and would need to be simplified; many details about UNO structure and agencies are given, together with how Bahá’ís are involved. 
10.     Shaykh Ahmad.  There are 3 pages about him, starting with In Home Study Programme, p.419. Decide in advance how much of this you intend to use. Find out what students know already and take it from there. 
11.  Handout. You could give it to students earlier, or use it for revision here. 

12.    Give homework.  answer the questions at the end of the handout. 
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